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Mission Statement

The Eagle is the student-centered 
news source of Robert Morris Uni-
versity (IL) and does not necessarily 
represent the views of Robert Morris 
University administrators, faculty, or 
students. The Eagle provides a venue 
for the exchange of ideas and infor-
mation pertinent to the students of 

RMU. 

Visit our publication page at robert-
morris.edu/publications/eagle

Hello Readers,

Welcome to this extra-sized 
winter issue of the Eagle. 
Due to the placement of our 
winter break, pumping out 
an issue beforehand proved 
to be a bit of a challenge. 
That being said, we decided 
to release a single issue cov-
ering all the recent events at 
RMU during the quarter so 
far.

Oh winter. For those of you 
who are new to Chicago and 
have never experienced a 
Chicago-styled winter, you 
are in for a treat. Or perhaps 
not? By now I am sure you 
have caught on that 
weather in this city is simply 
unpredictable. We joke that 
on some days we can have 
weather from three differ-
ent seasons all at once, but 
it is true. Winter, however, 
is the most elusive season 
in my opinion. See around 
this time last year we were 
already dealing with far 
much more snow than what 
has currently fallen. And 
then there was that beloved 
polar vortex. You can never 
really tell how snowfall or 
temperatures will be until 
you just walk out the door 
in some cases.

Regardless of what you may 

experience here do your best 
to stay warm. And whatever 
you do, if you see an object 
such as a bucket, chair, or 
box holding up a parking 
space, DO NOT move it. We 
Chicagoans pride ourselves 
on our self-made parking 
spot reserve system called 
“Dibs.” Sound strange? Trust 
me this is real enough that 
numerous local newspapers 
have covered it, I encourage 
you to look some of those 
stories up.

Now that we got some house 
cleaning out of the way 
there are some other rea-
sons this issue is a bit more 
special than previous ones 
released. As I am sure many, 
if not most of you know, a 
certain film continuing the 
adventures of a certain gal-
axy far, far way was released 
back in December. Believe 
it or not, the Eagle staff was 
more than excited for the 
release of the new Star Wars 
film. Therefore we themed 
a good portion of this issue 
after Star Wars. Yes we took 
things that far.

Yes. we gave this issue a 
very special treatment, in 
case you couldn't tell by the 
"opening crawl" on the front 
page.

For those of you who follow 
us on Facebook (and in case 
you have not, be sure to do 
so) you would have noticed 
we ran some polls asking 
our followers about their 
favorite character or choice 
of side in the Star Wars Uni-
verse. We have gathered up 
the results of those polls and 
included them in our special 
spread in the Entertainment 
& Media section. In addi-
tion you will find a SPOLI-
ER-filled review of The Force 
Awakens (in our defense the 
movie has been out for more 
than a month by now…just 
saying) as well as an article 
covering how this film se-
ries has affected pop culture. 
Can you tell we were excited 
about this movie?

In other news I am excited 
to say that we have content 
written by two faculty mem-
bers from RMU. Although 
the Eagle is primarily pro-
duced by students, we still 
welcome contributions from 
even faculty members who 
want to share something 
with the university.

Please enjoy this very special 
Winter/Star Wars edition of 
the Eagle, and may the force 
be with you…

NEWS1
STAFF
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RMU Tech Competition Participants

NEWS1

The Robert Morris Universi-
ty Concert Choir performed 
at the Harold Washington 
Library Winter Garden at 
noon on Thursday, Decem-
ber 17, 2015.

The Concert Choir, which 
is comprised of students 
with previous singing expe-
rience, performed a selec-
tion of Holiday carols and 
contemporary songs, such 
as the Oscar-winning song 
“Glory” from the film Sel-
ma. Choir Director Hannah 
Andersen, who is in her 3rd 
year as Director, said she se-
lected the songs which are 
some of her personal favor-
ites. 

“I enjoyed the songs we sang 
because they were powerful 
and meaningful,” said Alon-

Concert Choir Performs at Harold Washington
dra Duran, a Freshman alto 
in the choir. The choir prac-
tices three hours per week to 
prepare for performances. 
“We had to pull it together 
quickly, because schedul-
ing-wise not everyone could 
make it to every practice. 
So, it was difficult, but in the 
performances, when it all 
came together, we were able 
to grow as a group and have 
fun with it,” said Clare Pitt-
Payne, a Freshman soprano 
in the choir. 

The holiday concerts at the 
Harold Washington Library 
are a collaboration between 
the library and the City of 
Chicago. RMU’s Concert 
Choir has performed annu-
ally as part of this concert 
series. 

“I have seen all of their per-
formances in the last three 
years, and I’ve seen growth,” 

said Keri Andersen, mother 
of Choir Director Hannah 
Andersen. After the library 
performance, the Concert 
Choir went caroling in the 
city at Daley Plaza, Macy’s, 
Cloud Gate (“the Bean”), 
and the Christmas tree in 
Millennium Park. 

The performance received 
positive reviews from the 
audience. “The performance 
had a perfect balance be-
tween presentation and hol-
iday cheer,” said Heath Salit, 
an audience member. 

Performing Arts’ holiday 
programming will continue-
with the Jazz Café Series & 
Show Choir Holiday Carols 
in the State Street Gallery on 
the Chicago campus until 
Feburary 2016. 

After this concert, the Con-
cert Choir will be on hiatus 

If you have any additional questions about these perfor-
mances or the Performing Arts program, contact per-
formingarts@robertmorris.edu.

ENG114: 
News Writing Class

On Wednesday, February 
3rd, RMU’s Institute of Technology & 

Media will be hosting its first Computer Network-
ing Challenge. This competition is open to all students at 

RMU and prizes will be awarded to the top three finishers. Some 
topics that are included are Windows server 2012, computer hardware/

software, troubleshooting, and more. If you are interested in entering, email 
msalam@robertmorris.edu with you first and last name, Major, undergrad or 

grad, and your current academic year.

Professor Mohammed Salam has been holding competition similar to this for the last 
three years. Originally the competitions had been held over three days, getting harder 

each day while eliminating competitors. He has now noticed that students in other majors 
have already been working in the IT field, but are coming to RMU in order to get their 
second major, most notably business. So he created this new competition to “see what they 

know, and how they challenge themselves.” 

As fun and competitive these challenges are, they were actually meant as a secondary 
teaching tool, in order to give students real world experience. “I worked as a techni-
cian in early 1997-1999, and I know what difficulties I went through,” says Professor 

Salam. He wants to make sure that his students not only know how to make all of 
the software to run, but also how to fix the hardware; how to take apart and put 

back together the computer. These competitions are also set up in a fashion 
that some of the questions hold similar content to those one might ex-

perience on their A+ certification exam, a globally respected IT 
standard certificate. If you have any questions about this 

competition please feel free to contact Professor 
Salam.

RMU Tech Competition Ethan Zuk
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Running a successful club 
or organization can require a great amount 

of work, dedication, and organization. Unfortunate-
ly, there are times when circumstances do not allow for that 

operation to continue its activity and as a result goes dormant.

That is the case with many clubs and organizations at RMU. Rapid decrease in 
activity or simply not enough members are just some of the many reasons a group 

can go dormant. Cooks for a Cause was one of those clubs. However, culinary facul-
ty member Chef Brad Hindsley reached out to as many culinary students as possible in 

hopes to start up operations again after nearly five years of inactivity.

According to RMU freshman Ethan Zuk, a number of students responded to the call and soon 
a meeting was held to elect new officers. Zuk was named the new president of the club as a 

result.
The main goal of Cooks for a Cause is to raise money for various foundations by means of food 
related events. Zuk stressed that Cooks for a Cause is not just for culinary students. It is open to 

anyone who wants to give back and is willing to help others.

The group has wasted no time in raising funds for a number of organizations such as S.O.S. 
Children’s Villages of Illinois as well as participating alongside other RMU clubs in the An-

nual Holiday Drive for Cornerstone Mission.
That being said, Zuk said there is still much work left to be done. The main focus is 
to recruit more members so the club can tackle larger projects in the future. Oth-

er plans may include a possible name change from Cooks for a Cause, and a 
potential large scale dinner event at Eyrie to name a few.

Anyone who is interested in learning more about Cooks for a 
Cause or wishes to join can contact the faculty advisor 

Brad Hindsley.

NEWS1
Cooks for a Cause Makes a Comeback Kevin Morales

Veteran Sleep-Out Alexander Ramirez Mendoza

The Veteran Sleep-out is an 
annual event held on De-
cember 18th at noon until 
noon the 19th by the Student 
Veteran Society at Columbia 
College Chicago. The event 
is supposed to highlight the 
oppressing issue of homeless 
veterans within the commu-
nity. The way they highlight 
this is by camping out in the 
Sculpture Garden next to the 
11th and Wabash Theatre 
Building.

Due to weather getting tough 
later in the year, the event 
is held in their fall/winter 
semesters. However, this 
proves to be a difficult task 
to campout in the middle of 
winter with below freezing 
temperatures. As explained 
by a member from the Veter-
an’s Club at CCC, “Last year 
we had to put four guys into 
a two-person tent to try to 
stay warm!” Said, a member 

of the Student Veteran Soci-
ety from CCC.

This is why CCC’s Veterans 
Society has determined this 
as the prime time to show 
thanks and support for all 
veterans without a home. 
During these Sleep-outs, 
due to the event starting at 
noon, participants are asked 
to bring snacks and food for 
themselves or others along 
with plenty of warm cloth-
ing and a sleeping bag.

One key difference that 
made this year’s event even 
more impactful was that 
CCC invited all whom want-
ed to participate in their 
Veteran Campout from the 
University Center in order 
to celebrate their third an-
nual Sleep-out.

The Student Veteran Society 
also has a fundraiser that

goes to organizations with-
in the neighboring areas to 
give food, shelter, and job 
placement and much more 
through homeless veteran 
outreach. A direct link can 
be found on the event 
page on Facebook 
under Sleepout For 
Homeless 
Veterans.
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Throughout the month of December 2015, several Robert Morris student organizations 
including Student Council, Cooks for a Cause, and Morris Men collaborated in the An-
nual Holiday Gift Drive. the goal of the drive was to prepare gifts which in turn would 

be given out to those in need. Students and faculty members were encouraged to donate 
toys and teen clothing which would be given to the Cornerstone Community Outreach. 
Cornerstone aims to provide shelter as well as find homes for families and individuals 
who are at risk of being excluded from necessary services. At the end of the drive over 

200 items were donated. Members from the various organizations then wrapped the gifts 
and drove them over to the Cornerstone office in Uptown Chicago.

RMU Organizations Hold Holiday Drive

NEWS1
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Near the end of last year, 
Associate Athletic Director 
and eSports Coordinator 
had Kurt Melcher had the 
opportunity to host a TEDx 
talk at TEDxNaperville 
2015. His discussion titled 
“Gamers: The Rising Stars of 
Collegiate Athletics” high-
light Robert Morris’ eSports 
program.

For those not familiar with 
TEDxNaperville, it is an an-
nual conference that brings 
together some of the bright-
est minds throughout the 
Chicagoland area in order 
to encourage free think-
ing, share ideas, and inspire 
change.

Melcher explained that TED 
curators reached out to him 
after learning about RMU’s 
eSports program. After a 
discussion of how the pro-
gram came to be Melcher 
was invited to give a talk 
about the program over in 
Naperville. TEDxNaperville 

is held in the Yellow Box 
community center which 
can seat over 1000 audience 
members.

“I've given talks before, it's 
part of my job. But this was 
an 18 minute presentation 
that you had to memorize. 
So I was a little nervous. 
There was about 600 people 
there, and it was also online. 
I practiced a lot, I felt good 
about it... I was nervous but 
I think it went well,” Melcher 
said.

This branch of the TEDx se-
ries has grown since it was 
conceived back in 2010. 
Since then local individuals 
from various backgrounds 
have participated in the an-
nual conference. Speakers 
have consisted of hackers, 
Olympic gold medal win-
ners, musicians, scholars, 
and many more.

In his discussion, Melcher 
covered many aspects be-

hind eSports such as how it 
has grown in both partici-
pation and awareness over 
the years. He discussed what 
went into making the pro-
gram at RMU possible and 
how this type of program 
fits into a collegiate setting. 
One of the main highlights 
of Melcher’s discussion 
was whether or not eSports 
count as an actual sport. He 
highlighted that eSports, 
much like any sport, teach-
es its members real life skills 
such as communication 
teamwork, but most impor-
tantly sportsmanship.

Knowledge fairs are also 
held in between the talks to 
provide additional informa-
tion about the different dis-
cussions held at the confer-
ences. Several RMU eSports 
players along with the head 
coach of the team were pres-
ent to speak with those who 
wanted to learn more about 
the program.

Melcher was very pleased he 
did the talk and hopes that 
it helps spread the message 
about the benefits of eS-
ports. He also hopes to see 
other universities establish 
their own programs in the 
future.

ESports Coordinator Gives TED Talk at 
Annual Conference 

“In the end we want to be 
the best at what we do, and 
we want to have players that 
want to be students and 
make them the best players 
they can be to win for Rob-
ert Morris.”

Kevin Morales

Kurt Melcher giving his talk in Naperville

On Tuesday. January 19, Al-
yssa Horing, a recruiter for 
America Needs You (ANY), 
came to Robert Morris Uni-
versity in search of new Fel-
lows.  America Needs You 
is a nonprofit organization 
that provides support for 
first-generation college stu-
dents during their journey 
to complete a four-year de-
gree and enter the workforce 
and focuses on making sure 
that students have economic 
mobility upon graduation.

Fellows receive, among oth-
er things, up to $2,000 in 
professional development 
grants, access to summer 
internships at prestigious 
companies and organiza-
tions, individualized sup-
port from a Mentor Coach, 
and in-kind services and 
products such as free busi-
ness attire and subsidized 
test preparation.  “We are 
providing them with every-
thing they need, so there is 

no reason they can’t achieve 
their goals,” Horing said.

Robert Reffkin, a Califor-
nia native, founded Amer-
ica Needs You with the vi-
sion that one day there will 
be no barriers to economic 
mobility for students with 
ambition and ability. ANY 
opened in New York in 
2009, then in New Jersey in 
2012.  Their Chicago branch 
opened in 2015.  “In Chi-
cago we have fifty Fellows.  
They applied as freshman, 
got accepted and started in 
their sophomore year.  They 
are remarkable students 
representing many differ-
ent schools with interest in 
many different industries,” 
Horing said.

“We are really proud of our 
statistics.  One Hundred 
percent of our students 
who start in 2 year colleges 
transfer to four year schools.  
Ninety-seven percent of 

our students’ graduate col-
lege, compared to 11% of 
first-generation college 
students across the coun-
ty.  This means we are really 
engaging them and making 
sure they see the connec-
tion between what they are 
learning in class and their 
long term goals,” she said.   

Upon hearing about the 
program, RMU student Vic-
toria Loek,said, “ I think it’s 
so hard adjusting to life after 
college, so if this program 
can help me find a job, write 
a resume, basic things I need 
to do after college, then why 
not?”

Applications for American 
Needs You are accepted un-
til March 1.  The interview 
process begins in May and 
by June, students will be 
notified of their acceptance.  
New Fellows will start 
in July.  Two major eligibili-
ty requirements are that the 

student must be a first-gen-
eration college student (nei-
ther parent has a bachelor’s 
degree) and they must be a 
college freshman with less 
than 30 credit hours.

For more information about 

America Needs You Visits RMU Winfred C. Rogers
America Needs You, you 
can contact Alyssa Horing 
at alyssa.horing@america-
needsyou.org or call (312) 
297-7581.  You call also 
visit their website America-
needsyou.org.

Alyssa Horing, recruiting for America Needs 
You at the Student Center
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www.meridian.org/pastforward
#PastForward

Hosted by Robert Morris University at the State Street Gallery
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(Continued from front page)  
Of course this would not 
be a Star Wars film with-
out a main villain and that 
role is filled in by Kylo Ren 
portrayed by Adam Driver. 
Ren is not your standard all 
out villain. There are many 
layers to his character espe-
cially after learning his true 
identity. As a leading figure 
in the First Order he is also 
on the hunt of Skywalker, 
but wants to destroy him. 
Why is that? Remember the 
fallen apprentice Luke had? 
He was none other than 
his nephew Ben Solo, who 
would later be known as 
Kylo Ren after turning to the 
dark side. We don’t know 
exactly how Han and Leia’s 
son turned, only that a be-
ing named Supreme Leader 

Snoke of the First Order had 
a role in it. But much like 
Rey, we still have much to 
learn about Kylo…or should 
we say Ben?

Besides these core charac-
ters we get to meet a whole 
bunch of others like Maz 
Kannata, General Hux of  
The First Order, Captain 
Phasma (who is the Boba 
Fett of this story), and last 
but definitely not least, we 
can't forget BB-8!

The Force Awakens does a 
solid job of bringing back 
audiences to that classic feel 
of the original trilogy while 
simultaneously acting as a 
nice transition into the next 
generation of this seemingly 
never ending story. Yes there 

Stars Wars Review (cont.) Kevin Morales

ART & CULTUREQ
are many story elements that 
parallel those seen back in A 
New Hope such as a hero 
stranded on a dessert planet 
or a planet sized killing ma-
chine. That being said this 
movie is by no means a re-
hash. This is Abrams tipping 
his hat to the story we Star 
Wars fans fell in love with 
while introducing several 
new story elements.

The visuals are another ex-
ample of how The Force 
Awakens nicely blends the 
old with the new. We see the 
return of practical effects 
which make a world that is 
far from real feel so alive. 
When scenes do call for CGI, 
they are done in a manner 
that helps enhance the ex-
perience not hinder it. This 

is most evident in scenes in-
volving the starships. We get 
to see iconic vehicles like the 
Millennium Falcon, X-Wing 
fighters, and TIE fighters 
look sharper than ever. The 
dogfights in the sky are a 
thrill to watch and do their 
best to make you feel like 
you are sitting in the very 
cockpit of those vehicles.

Perhaps my favorite detail 
about The Force Awakens 
is the air of mystery felt 
throughout the film. If we 
think back to Episode IV 
we didn't know at first who 
Luke’s father was, what the 
Clone Wars really were, or 
who the Jedi were. Yet bit by 
bit we found out the answers 
which added to the suspense 

and shock value of those 
moments. In many ways 
Episode VII continues that 
feeling. Although we are 
returning to a galaxy we 
already know, we are still 
left with several questions 
about what has happened 
in that 30 year gap.

If you have yet to see Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens 
I highly recommend it for 
both Star Wars and non-
Star Wars fans alike. It's 
a return to a classic story 
with new elements and of-
fers a very exciting experi-
ence for movie goers. The 
Force has truly awoken. 
The only issue is the year 
and a half wait for Episode 
VIII.
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Star Wars History Michael Stelzer Jocks

It is difficult to decide what 
Star Wars’ fans like to do 
more: Watch Star Wars, or 
identify all the influenc-
es and cultural references 
within the Star Wars film 
universe?  Countless books, 
articles and blog posts have 
attempted to decipher the 
shoulders that George Lucas 
stood upon in making his 
space opera.  Most people 
by now have heard that Lu-
cas created a tale that fit Jo-
seph Campbell’s  meta-myth 
structure, or that he gave 
life to characters similar to 
those in the samurai films of 
Kurasawa, or that he some-
times blatantly copied old 
Flash Gordon television se-
rials.  

Star Wars’ fans devour this 
seemingly arcane informa-
tion, and I am a Star Wars’ 
fan.  As such, I have always 
been intrigued with the 
sometimes obvious, some-
times obscure cultural ref-
erences contained within 
Lucas’ masterpiece.  But, as 
a student, and now professor 
of European history, one ref-
erence/influence has always 

struck me above all others.  
George Lucas obviously cre-
ated his evil Empire in the 
guise of the ‘fascist aesthetic’ 
most infamously formed by 
the German director Leni 
Riefenstahl, and her 1935 
Nazi propaganda film ‘The 
Triumph of the Will.’

Leni Riefenstahl was a fa-
mous, talented, ground-
breaking German filmmak-
er in the late 1920’s and early 
1930’s. And like many of her 
German cohorts of the era, 
Riefenstahl became a fol-
lower of Adolf Hitler and 
his Nazi party.  She used her 
immense talents for the par-
ty, directing a number of full 
length propaganda films.  
‘The Triumph of the Will’ 
is her most influential and 
troubling work.  ‘Triumph’ is 
a roughly two hour celebra-
tion of the 1934 Nazi party 
rally in the Medieval city of 
Nuremberg.  120 minutes of 
Nazis goose-stepping and 
cheering the ‘Führer’.  If you 
have in your mind’s eye an 
image of fascist spectacle, it 
has probably been molded 
by Riefenstahl’s film.  

Riefenstahl’s films were as 
artistically influential as 
they were politically abhor-
rent.  Filmmakers could not 
ignore her innovative cine-
matography. Her techniques 
of wide shots, crane shots 
and sweeping cameras were 
coopted by many after her.  
When I first saw ‘Triumph’ 
as a sophomore in college, I 
realized Lucas was one such 
director. Riefenstahl made 
the 1934 Nazi rally look 
massively popular and pow-
erful by setting a camera 
high above the whole parade 
grounds, recording thou-
sands upon thousands of 
Nazi party members lined in 
rows. In such shots, the Nazi 
hordes are a manmade sea, 
being parted by the all- pow-
erful leader, Adolf Hitler.  In 
the same film, Riefenstahl 
records Hitler high above 
the masses, standing upon a 
giant concrete viewing sta-
tion and watching stoical-
ly as his SA and SS march 
by on the parade ground.  
When viewing such scenes, 
it is impossible not to see 
Darth Vader and the Emper-
or marching through masses 

of Imperial Stormtroopers. 
Lucas made such scenes 
even more powerful by us-
ing John Williams’ ‘Imperi-
al March’. In this, he was no 
different than Riefenstahl, 
who used music in much 
the same way. Of course, the 
music she chose for her cel-
ebratory film made the Nazi 
Stormtroopers seem heroic, 
whereas Williams’ march 
makes Vader’s Stormtroop-
ers dreadful.  For Lucas, the 
Empire and its’ leaders be-
come the personification of 
political evil by being the re-
incarnation of Riefenstahl’s 
Nazis.  The empire is fascism 
revived.

With such thoughts in mind, 
I must say I was excited 
to see if J.J. Abrams would 
continue utilizing the ‘fas-
cist aesthetic’ of Riefenstahl 
for ‘The Force Awakens’.  I 
was not disappointed.  With 
modern computer graphics, 
Abrams was able to do so 
even more effectively, and 
spectacularly than Lucas.  
Abrams’ ‘First Order’ feels 
fascist.  The military out-
fits, the giant image of the 

Supreme Leader and the 
symbology that surrounds 
the movement illustrates 
that Abrams continued the 
fascistic look of evil from 
Lucas’ galaxy.  Like Lucas, 
Abrams used Riefenstahl 
as the ‘First Order’s’ refer-
ence point.  Just look at the 
apocalyptic speech by Gen-
eral Hux, as he prepares his 
troops for the destruction 
of the Republic.  Wearing 
military haute couture, Hux 
stands on a massive concrete 
platform with red ‘First Or-
der’ banners hanging behind 
him. He speaks to thou-
sands of ‘First Order’ troops 
lined in formation. When he 
is finished, the troops raise 
their left hands in salute.  
Hmm, that definitely looks 
familiar, doesn’t it?  

Riefenstahl and fascism are 
living on in this new Star 
Wars galaxy. Happily, Rey, 
Fin, Chewy, Leia and 
Luke will be fighting it in 
Episodes VIII and IX.  We 
must do the same in our 
own galaxy.

Catarina Maiolo

ART & CULTUREQ
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Poll Results

ART & CULTUREQ
Favorite Overall Character:

Would You Rather...
be on the Light Side or the 

Dark Side of The Force?

Star Wars: The Force Awakens has left movie goers asking lots of questions after seeing the film. Along with questions comes an army of theories 
about various plot elements, characters, and more. Let’s consider five different characters and some of the questions and theories that have been 
brought up for each one. Be warned, spoilers are to come.

Rey – Who really is Rey? We know she was left on Jakku when she was a child, but for what purpose? Whether we will really learn who her parents 
are is a matter of debate. Based off the comment Maz Kanata made after Rey’s vision, that family is never coming back. However, some argue that 
she has some family tie to the Skywalkers. Yet another question still stands, how is she so strong with the Force? She maneuvered the Millennium 
Falcon with ease, pulled off a Jedi mind trick, and went head to head with Kylo Ren in an intense lightsaber duel, all with no prior training! Or so 
it seems. A popular theory is Rey received training as a Jedi prior to the events of The Force Awakens, but lost her memory. Whether this is true 
or not, we’ll just have to wait and find out.

Kylo Ren – One could say the big reveal of the story was the true identity of Kylo Ren who is known other than the son of Han Solo and Leia Organa: 
Ben. We know he was sent to be trained by Luke as part of the new Jedi Order, but some thing went amiss. It was revealed that Supreme Leader 
Snoke, who is said to be a powerful figure of the Dark Side, played a role in Ben’s fall. But how did that actually okay out? How far did Ben get with 
his Jedi training before falling from grace.  We also know he is the master of the Knights of Ren. The name Ren seems to be a title similar to the 
way Darth is the title of Sith Lords. That being said we don't know much about them. Are they other Jedi apprentices who turned to the Dark Side, 
or a complete random group of bad guys? Only time will tell. 

Supreme Leader Snoke – Perhaps the most mysterious character throughout Episode VII is Snoke. It is never specifically stated that he is a Sith 
Lord, but he is linked to the Dark Side of the Force in some way. Some theories suggested he was the former master of the Emperor, Darth Plageus 
who was mentioned way back in Episode III. However, Andy Serkis, who provided the voice and performance-capture for Snoke recently confirmed 
that is not his identity. According to the novelization of the film, Snoke has been around long enough to see the rise and fall of the Empire. In the 
end we are still left asking the same question: who in the galaxy is Snoke and where did he come from?

Maz Kanata – Maz, played by Lupita Nyong’o, was another intriguing character we got to meet. She has been around a long time, at least 1,000 
years according to Solo, and knows a lot, about the Force. As a result her character brings up several questions. Maz talks about how evil has 
taken various forms in the galaxy over the course of history: the Sith, the Empire, and now the First Order. This leads us to ask just how much has 
she seen in her lifetime? Maz also seems to have a load of treasure in that castle of hers. One such treasure is Anakin Skywalker’s lightsaber. The 
last time audiences saw that infamous lightsaber was during Luke and Darth Vader’s dramatic battle back in Episode V, which ended with Luke 
losing it…and his hand. So how did it end up in Maz’s castle? This leads us to ask just how well does she know the Skywalker family. And, what kind 
of relationship does she have with good ol’ Chewbacca? We are sure to learn more from Maz in the future.

Theories and Questions Kevin Morales
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The Hungry Eagle presents: 
BeeZzee Fresh Food
In an area mainly populated 
by college students it comes 
to no surprise that most 
restaurants in the area cater 
to crowds that are in a hurry 
or are looking for a decent 
spot to study. However, it’s 
rare to see restaurants that 
deliver a nice sit down expe-
rience while offering quality 
food that doesn’t break the 
bank.

That is where BeeZzee Fresh 
Food comes in. Located at 
424 S Wabash Ave, BeeZ-
zee is a hidden little eatery 
directly across the street 
from Roosevelt Universi-
ty. Frankly this a very easy 
place to miss if you are not 
looking for it. The only way I 
was made aware of it was by 
word of mouth from a fellow 
classmate.

This is actually BeeZzee’s 
second location in Chicago, 
the first being over on Shef-
field in Lakeview. As their 
name implies, BeeZzee is all 
about serving fresh food us-
ing the freshest ingredients. 
The menu includes a variety 
of options that highlight the 
use of fresh ingredients such 
as fruit smoothies, freshly 
squeezed juices, boosters, 
and salads. These are nice 
choices if you want some-
thing filling but on the go.

The menu does not stop 
there though. To my surprise 
there were several breakfast 
items to choose from in-
cluding French toast, pan-
cakes, and believe it or not, 
omelets. Coffee lovers will 
be pleased with the selection 
of lattes (both hot and iced), 
mochas, and espressos to 

choose from. 
There are also midday meal 
options such as chicken, 
pork, tuna salad, salmon, or 
shrimp which can be pre-
pared in the form of a sand-
wich, wrap, pita sandwich, 
or platter depending on 
your preference. There are 
also freshly made sides such 
as house salads, mashed po-
tatoes, or mixed veggies to 
go along with your meal.

I decided to give the chick-
en sandwich a shot which 
is served with tomato, cu-
cumber, onion, and parsley, 
on French bread. As my side 
I got the mashed potatoes 
which included chives and 
cheddar cheese. The meat 
which was grilled was not 
dry whatsoever and had a 
tangy taste to it which went 
nicely with the veggies. The 

overall presentation was 
very appealing and definite-
ly eye catching with all of the 
different colors.

Of course I cannot forget 
to mention the variety of 
crepes that are available. 
BeeZzee has two classes of 
crepes that they serve: sa-
vory and dessert. The savory 
can have cheese, turkey, 
spinach, or mushrooms de-
pending on which combo 
you choose. Dessert crepes 
include Nutella, butter and 
cinnamon, and banana car-
amel to name a few. There is 
essentially a different crepe 
for every day of the week to 
choose from.

The space in itself is very 
contemporary with bright 
colors that go along with the 
fresh theme nicely. Although 

the space is small there are 
still plenty of spots to sit 
in whether it is a table or a 
booth. Since this location 
is still fairly new, it hasn’t 
necessarily built up a rush 
hour crowd. Therefore your 
experience will most likely 
be a calm one and you won’t 
have to worry about being 
crammed or long waits.

I would highly suggest 
checking out BeeZzee Fresh 
Food, especially while it is 
still under the radar. There 
are options for a variety 
of tastes and prices for the 
most part are reasonable. 
With the proximity to all 
the universities it makes a 
nice spot to invite friends 
for a quality meal at the 
time of your choosing.

Chicken Sandwich 
served with Mashed 

Potatoes

Bright colors and contemporary furniture 
add to the overall “fresh” theme at 

BeeZzee.

Strawberry Banana 
Smoothie

Chicken Wrap served with a 
House Salad

EAT & DRINK
Kevin Morales

Brown Sugar Hot Cocoa
Looking for a warm treat on these chilly winter days? Hot 
cocoa is an easy and tasty treat to make that offers a lot 
of possibilities for different flavors. This hot cocoa recipe 
is sweet and creamy, with a special warmth added by the 
vanilla and spices. Try it out with one of our variations for a 
special twist on a classic.

Tips: You can easily enhance your hot cocoa by adding one 
of these:

Whipped cream
A spoon of salted caramel sauce
A candy cane (just use it to stir your warm hot cocoa)
Marshmallows
Pirouette cookies (cookie straws)

*A double boiler is a pot or a bowl that goes on top of anoth-
er pot. The bottom pot has 1-2 inches of heated water in it. 
The water should not touch the top container.Double boilers 
are the proper way to melt chocolate to avoid burning or 
hardening it.

Ingredients:

3 ounces unsweetened chocolate
1/3 cup water
4 cups milk
¾ cup (packed) brown sugar
¼ teaspoon salt
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla
2 dashes cayenne pepper (it doesn’t make it 
spicy, just flavorful!)
2 dashes cinnamon

First, warm the milk in a large saucepan. 
Then, stir the chocolate and water together 
while melting them in a double boiler.* When 
the chocolate and water are a chocolate paste, 
add it to the milk and whisk until smooth. 
Whisk in the brown sugar, salt, vanilla, and 
spices. Heat to the desired temperature and 
serve. Enjoy!

Riana Kaempen
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Students often ask me how 
they can improve their writ-
ing skills beyond class. This 
initially seems to have a sim-
ple answer: I tell students the 
fundamental ways they can 
improve their writing skills, 
which include working 
on grammar and sentence 
structure, as well as writing 
daily in a journal. 

Yet, learning to become a 
better writer is more com-
plex than this. After all, writ-

ing is a process rather than 
just a race toward the fin-
ished product, such as a fi-
nal essay. And that’s why the 
heart of my advice to those 
students who want to be-
come better writers is about 
developing good writing 
habits. 

By “writing habits,” I am 
simply speaking of the pro-
cess of writing, the time 
spent writing, and con-
trolling the environment in 
which we write. These are 
key components to creating 
quality writing. 

Process and Time. Students 
nowadays have so much on 
their plates. Balancing work, 
family, school, and, in some 
cases, extracurricular activ-
ities is no easy feat. Many 
students therefore feel com-
pelled to rush through the 
writing process and mistak-
enly submit their first draft 

as the final essay. When I 
ask students how long they 
spent producing their essays, 
I am shocked by their an-
swers: one hour, two hours, 
for example. My response is, 
“That’s not enough time.”

Good writing takes time, 
and that includes revision. 
A sound writing process 
simply does not involve put-
ting words on the computer 
screen or paper and handing 
the work in as a final essay. 
The process begins with ac-
cepting that the first draft is 
likely of poor quality. Once 
all the ideas and first draft 
is complete, then revision 
begins. Revision does not 
mean changing a word here 
and there; instead, it means 
making significant changes, 
such as moving paragraphs 
or parts of paragraphs and 
reworking sentences. By 
viewing writing as a process 
and a sound investment of 

their time, students can cre-
ate quality work.

Writing Environment. Ev-
eryone works differently 
and thrives under different 
environments. If students 
need absolute silence when 
writing, they must honor 
this need and turn off the 
television, music, and social 
media distractions, such as 
Facebook. Such diversions 
create a poor writing envi-
ronment. Conversely, writ-
ing in a quiet space with 
minimalto no distractions 
serves any writer well.

We live in a fast-paced, in-
stant-gratification society. 
Our culture wants the lat-
est iPhone, laptops, gad-
gets, and apps. These often 
make our lives easier, which 
is a good thing. However, 
sound writing habits do 
not fit neatly into our fast-
paced lifestyles. To improve 

Nurturing the Writing Habit

Assert Your Dominance
As many of us dorm dwellers 
of the University Center are 
aware, we have it pretty de-
cent in that we do not have 
to trek half naked down a 
communal hallway, lugging 
a tote full of various hygiene 
products to a communal 
bathroom where we would 
flip-flop into a communal 
shower used by hundreds of 
thousands of students before 
us. However, the suite-style 
set up that Robert Morris 
students are coerced into do 
have one fatal flaw. Monop-
olization. 

Now, fellow suite sharers, 
I’m sure you have had a sim-
ilar problem at least once. 
In my case, there are days 
when all four of us in my 
suite have the same class 
times, meaning all of us are 
awake around the same gen-
eral time, meaning all of us 
need to go about our excret-
ing releases around the same 
general time, meaning that 
the bathroom suddenly be-
comes a gathering place. At 
least until one person screws 
the whole system up.

In my case, one of my suite-
mates insists on doing her 
make up in the bathroom 
everyday, which wouldn’t be 
a problem, except it can take 
her over an hour. 

If you’re shy about your 
bodily functions, or maybe 
just would like the option to 
fart up a storm, you know 
that this could be a major 
problem. (For those of you 
unfamiliar with the set up 
of the suite-style bathroom, 
the toilet is in a stall, the 
shower is in its own stall, 
and the counter top with 
two sinks is open.)

One morning, I honestly 
waited as long as I possibly 
could for this suitemate to 
finish beautifying herself. I 
waited and waited and wait-
ed and waited and waited 
and waited and waited and, 
well you get the idea. Need-
less to say, I did not get to 
use the bathroom in my 
own living space that morn-
ing. (At least I didn’t have 
to use the toilet paper that I 
paid for that morning.)

What possible solution 
could there be to such a hor-
rendously first world prob-
lem? I’m sure you’re won-
dering why I don’t just walk 
into the shared space and 
use the bathroom like it was 
intended to be used. No, my 
dear reader, that would not 
solve the problem. A hoard-
er of space must be put into 
place, must know the limits, 
must be aware of the bounds 
in such a space. Fellow dorm 
dwellers, we must assert our 
dominance!

I suggest, for times of sitting 
excretion, using the bath-
room with the stall door 
swung wide open, while 
maintaining eye contact 
with the suitemate in ques-
tion through the mirror. 
For those of you who have 
the privilege of being able 
to stand while “taking care 
of business” (something 
I’m certainly jealous of, 
but that’s a story for anoth-
er issue), perhaps a simple 
whiz in the sink, along with 
maintained eye contact, of 
course, would do the trick. 

Hear me out lovely readers. 
I’m sure you’re wondering 
what kind of radical resi-
dents the University Center 
allows into their building 
(the answer is anyone who 
can pay), but as someone 
who deserves to release her 
bodily fluids in peace, I ask 
you my fellow dorm dwell-
ers to rebel against your 
space monopolizing, bath-
room hogging suitemates by 
asserting your dominance! 
All it takes is willpower and 
intense, creepy eye contact. 

our writing habits, we need 
to have some introspection, 
and to realize that writing 
should not be rushed nor be 
an exercise of instant grati-
fication.

Only when we honor our 
writing habits do we see a 
true improvement in our 
writing. And this is when 
writing becomes gratifying 
and powerful.

COMMENTARYV
Beth Gainer

Anonymous
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SPORTS & HEALTH M

On Tuesday, January 5, a 
WGN news crew came to 
the Robert Morris Universi-
ty eSports Arena on the Chi-
cago campus in order to film 
a news segment. They spent 
half of the day interviewing 
various players and filming 
inside the arena, and around 
the school. The segment was 
aired late on January 8, on 
WGN-TV Channel 9. 

The story covered how RMU 
was the first university in the 
nation to offer scholarships 
for eSports, and how the 
participants in eSports are 
athletes in their own way. It 
explained how RMU is of-
fering scholarships to be a 
part of the eSports program, 
and how it gives students 
with unique talents a way 
to be recognized and be re-
warded. 

The story featured inter-

WGN Visits Robert Morris Ethan Zuk

views with some of the play-
ers, including Jesus Coll, 
an RMU student originally 
from Argentina. He says, 
“We have been interviewed 
by lots of people, it is a very 
interesting topic. However, a 
lot of those interviewing us 
don’t know much about the 
topic, because it is such a 
new thing.” 

WGN is not the first news  
outlet to cover the eSports 
program. Over the past two 
years, several major news 
sources have come to film 
stories, including AT&T 
U-verse, The Wall Street 
Journal, Huffington Post, 
and Time Magazine. Kurt 
Melcher, Associate Athletic 
Director at Robert Morris 
University and founder of 
the eSports program, said, 
“What attracts [the news 
coverage] is that we have a 
variety of eSports programs 

here, and the fact that we 
offer scholarships for video 
games.” 

All of these visits from major 
news programs have led to a 
lot of very public exposure 
of students. Just this week, 
a story done by Riot Games,  
the creator of League of Leg-
ends, posted a story they 
did on RMU on their home 
screen. 

According to Forbes.com, 27 
million people play League 
of Legends on a daily basis. 
This means that that there 
is a possibility of that many 
people watching these inter-
views with students. Darien 
Zhao, a member of the eS-
ports program, said, 
“It’s kind of frightening, 
turning around and  seeing 
the camera right in your 
face.” 

If you would like to view the story WGN did, it 
is posted on the Robert Morris’s Facebook page 

at www.Facebook.com/RMUillinois

Rachel Story (left) with Director of Alumni 
Relations, Sara O'Neal (right).

RMU Alumna Speaks During Brown Bag Lunch Series
Ethan Zuk, Zyria Alexander, Mary Prunte

On January 28, 2016, at Rob-
ert Morris University’s Chi-
cago campus in room 803 
at 12:00pm, alumna Rachel 
Story presented students 
and faculty with her expe-
riences as a Peace Corps 
member and how volunteer-
ing has helped her career as 
part of RMU’s Brown Bag 
Lunch Series. 

Rachel Story, RMU Alum-
nus, graduated in 2012 with 
both a Bachelor’s of Busi-
ness Administration and 
her MBA. While attending 
RMU, she was involved with 
many organizations, includ-
ing S.I.F.E, Students in Free 
Enterprise,  and The Greater 
Chicago United Nations As-
sociation (UNA). She joined 
the Peace Corps in 2013 af-
ter meeting a recruiter while 
working with The Greater 
Chicago UNA.  

Story’s presentation was fo-
cused on how volunteering 
can be a great way to net-

work and find other em-
ployment options. She says, 
“Volunteering helps guide 
you in the direction of your 
career path.” 

During her time in the 
Peace Corps, Story worked 
in Eastern Ukraine, in cit-
ies including Donetsk and 
Khartsyzsk. She spent three 
months training in a small 
village with a host fami-
ly, learning the culture and 
language of the country. 
After that she spent the rest 
of her time traveling to dif-
ferent cities and teaching 
people about job skills and 
economics, finally ending 
in Donetsk. Here she taught 
economics at Donetsk Na-
tional University. She also 
took on her biggest project, 
creating a handicap accessi-
ble playground.  
Sara O’Neal, Director of 
Alumni Advancement, took 
her place as director two 
years ago, and has since 
started inviting alumni back 
to share their experienc-

es with current students.  
When asked why she invited 
Rachel,  Sara said, “I knew 
Rachel from back when I 
was an academic advisor. 
She was friends with one 
of my students, and when I 
heard about her returning 
from the Peace Corps, I felt 
that would be great for the 
students to hear.”

Story is being awarded the 
Outstanding Alumni Award 
for her service in the Peace 
Corps and her contribu-
tion to the communities 
in Ukraine and RMU. The 
ceremony will take place on 
February 3 in the Chicago 
campus State Street Gallery. 

For more stories and in-
formation about the Peace 
Corps, visit www.Peace-
Corps.gov. For more infor-
mation on future alumni 
events, feel free to contact 
Sara O’Neal at soneal@
robertmorris.edu.
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GAME TIME )

STAR WARS 
 CONTEST!

Can you find the way 
out of the Millennium 
Falcon? Complete the 
maze to see if you are 
worthy of being a Jedi 

Master!
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GAME TIME )

Coloring Page!
Complete this fun Star Wars coloring page to show support for the new 
movie! (Fun fact: Coloring pages reduce stress!)
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GAME TIME )

Word Search

Like us!
RMU Eagle News

Follow us!
@RMUEagle

Crossword

S D H H T I I S G Q W P D R A

F V B J A U D J I C O Y F J C 

M L X Z C P S A X R V L J D C 

I B H Y K R R F B E S C O F A 

Z S B J R P A E Y B U T I S B 

A Y D X K O H Y K E B R A N W 

R E B A S T H G I L S T F X E  

P H A S M A T Y X T A I F Z H  

D D S L E J E B O N N W D Y C  

R V I A X R A R A N C T Y G T 

W Q D W V J D K N D Q B C K Q 

W P O E P E Z J K M Q P M C S 

E Y X W R A N A H U O T T D G 

K A U Z M J E U V C Q Q U C J  

BEN 

CHEWBACCA 

FINN 

FIRST ORDER 

JAKKU 

LEIA 

LIGHTSABER 

MAZ KANATA 

PHASMA 

POE 

REBEL

REY

SKYWALKER

SOLO

Across 
2. The opposite of hot

3. The season we are in

5. Ho Ho Ho! 

7. What you drink when it's   cold outside

8. What you make from snow

 

Down 
1. Fun thing to celebrate 

2.  A winter holiday 

4. What falls from the sky 

6. Frozen snow

7. Red and white stripes


