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E
20 Years Later - Eagle Celebrates its 20th 

Anniversary Kevin Morales

2016 marks the 20th 
anniversary of The Eagle 
News. Since its inception, the 
newspaper has continued 
to serve as Robert Morris 
University’s sole news 
outlet, providing the latest 
developments from all of its 
campuses.

The Eagle was established 
back in 1996 thanks to the 
efforts of former English 
faculty member, Jane 
Ungari. Ungari volunteered 
to take the lead in creating a 
news publication that would 
be produced by students for 
all of Robert Morris College. 
This vision would be the 
main driving force behind 
the Eagle from then on.

With only three campuses 
at the time in Chicago, 
Springfield, and Orland Park 
Ungari wanted to involve 
all of them in the paper. 
Therefore staff members 
were recruited to provide 
content from each campus. 
She also took the initiative to 

learn as 
much as 
possible 
about 
news 
writing. 
Ungari 
was 
known 
to be an 
excellent 
coach not 
only for her staff 
members but to those 
who participated in her news 
writing classes. Being “good 
reporters and observers” 
were key elements she 
sought to instill in all 
students involved with The 
Eagle.

The level of professionalism 
and dedication that fueled 
The Eagle in its early years 
allowed it to gain recognition 
on multiple occasions. For 
example, from 1997 to 
1999 it was awarded the 
Scholastic Award.

Cherie Meador was the next 

advisor 
to push The 
Eagle forward. At the time 
RMC now included seven 
campuses throughout the 
state. Meador took it upon 
herself to visit each campus 
in order to ensure writers 
could be recruited.

In 2008, Paul Gaszak was 
the next faculty advisor to 
supervise The Eagle. Gaszak 
also taught the news writing 
classes which helped him 
bring in students to serve on 
staff. He credits the constant 
flux of staff members to the 
paper’s evolution.

“That’s part of 
why [The Eagle] 
evolves so rapidly 
because we always 
have new people, 
new voices coming 
in through the 

doors constantly,” 
Gaszak said. “And 

seeing all those voices 
through the years and 

how they’ve impacted and 
shaped the publication is 
interesting.”

With new responsibilities 
to take on, Gaszak passed 
on the role of advisor to 
Professor Michael Stelzer 
Jocks in April of 2015. For 
some time, the student 
publication was operating 
out of the Publications 
Room at the Chicago 
campus. However, back in 
March of 2016 The Eagle 
relocated to a new updated 
space that would better 
serve the needs of the paper 
and its staff more efficiently.

An ongoing characteristic 

of The Eagle is not every 
student who has contributed 
has had a background in 
journalism. Rather, they 
all came from different 
academic and professional 
backgrounds resulting in a 
diverse student publication 
over the generations. In 
addition, RMU does not 
currently offer a journalism 
program which adds to 
the unique position of the 
newspaper.

Through its 20 year history, 
this student publication 
has evolved, achieved 
great goals, and overcome 
numerous obstacles. In 
other words, a legacy was 
created that continues to 
endure to this very day. 
Here's to another great 20 
years!

SPECIAL 20THANNIVERSARYEDITION!
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Mission Statement

The Eagle is the student-cen-
tered news source of Robert 
Morris University (IL) and 
does not necessarily rep-
resent the views of Robert 
Morris University adminis-
trators, faculty, or students. 
The Eagle provides a ven-
ue for the exchange of ideas 
and information pertinent 
to the students of RMU. 

Visit our publication 
page at robertmorris.
edu/publications/eagle

Dear Readers,

Thank you for picking up 
this very special edition 
of The Eagle! As you may 
have noticed on the front 
page, we are celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of our 
publication. It is an honor 
to be working for this 
publication during such a 
huge milestone. That being 
said I would personally like 
to thank all of those who 
have continued to support 
and read The Eagle over the 
years.

Because this is such a special 
occasion we have dedicated 
part of this issue to looking 
back at the history of 
the paper and how it has 
evolved. Our staff put a lot 
of effort into making this 
issue stand out from the rest. 
We are very excited to share 
our finds from our archives 

and discussions with those 
who have collaborated with 
The Eagle in the past.

Of course, we cannot forget 
our incoming freshmen 
and returning students. 
Welcome everyone and I 
wish you all the best in your 
endeavors this quarter and 
the rest of the academic 
year!

For those of you who have 
been following The Eagle for 
the past collective months, 
you may recall I took over 
as Editor-in-Chief back in 
February of 2015. Since then, 
a lot of work has gone into 
getting The Eagle to where 
it stands today. Running 
a student publication is 
by no means an easy job, 
but I would not trade my 
experience with Eagle for 
anything else. Sadly though, 
my time with the Eagle has 
come to its end. Back In 
July, I completed my B.A.S. 
in Architectural Technology 
and therefore my stay at 
RMU. That being said, this 
will be my last issue serving 
as Editor-in-Chief.

I easily consider my time 
with The Eagle a highlight 
of my experience here at 

RMU. I have made countless 
memories that will stay with 
me long into the future. And 
although it is bittersweet to 
be leaving, I am also excited 
to move on to another 
chapter of my life.

Now to my fellow staff 
members, I give you my 
thanks. Working alongside 
you guys has been a blast 
and I will sincerely miss our 
time working together. We 
had our funny moments as 
well as our stressful ones, 
but in the end we pulled 
through. I wish each and 
every one of you the very 
best in your future lives 
and careers. You all brought 
something special to the 
table and I know that is what 
will propel you into a great 
future. And remember, keep 
on digging!

Once again I want to thank 
everyone who has supported 
both my staff and I during 
all our hard work. Please 
show that same support to 
my successor and I have o 
doubt that it will carry The 
Eagle through another 20 
years of quality work.

With many thanks and 
signing off for the last time,

Noah Elmore
Contributor 
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New Experienced Based Learning Lab opens 
at Chicago Campus Winfred Rogers

This summer Robert 
Morris University’s Chicago 
Campus opened the doors 
to its new Experience 
Based Learning (EBL) lab.  
The lab is located in room 
102 formerly known as 
the Publications 
Room and home 
of the Eagle 
newspaper.  The 
Experience Based 
Learning lab by 
design is intended 
to be a space that 
is different from 
the traditional 
teacher centered 
classroom to 
a very student 
centered space.  

“We made a very 
conscious effort to make 
sure that the room doesn’t 
have a visible front of the 
class.  We want students 
to walk in and they can 
be comfortably staring off 
in any direction and be 
correct because they found 
a space that is comfortable 
to them.” said Paul Gaszak, 
English Faculty and 

Director of Curriculum for 
English, Social Sciences and 
Humanities at RMU.

For years Robert Morris 
University has practiced the 
concept of Experience Based 

Learning.  “It has always 
been a part of our culture 
but RMU has now made it 
a primary objective during 
our current long range plan,” 
Gaszak said. “RMU has a 
goal of becoming one of the 
leaders in the Midwest in 
Experience Based Learning. 
We are not the first, nor 
are we the only school to 

practice EBL, but we’ve been 
doing it longer and we know 
how to do it better.” 

This space was chosen 
over other locations in the 
building for its roominess 

and high visibility.  The large 
glass windows are inviting 
to the foot traffic passing 
by.  Once inside the room 
your eyes freely wander 
throughout, taking in the 
openness and uniqueness 
of it furnishings and their 
placement. There are white 
boards on all the walls, 
the center pillar and some 

tables, giving the student 
an opportunity to creatively 
express themselves 
anywhere in the room.  “The 
lab is more mobile, more 
interactive more functional 
with the design of it and 

what students are able to do 
in this space.” said Gaszak

Gaszak noted that “Certain 
disciplines have their own 
EBL spaces such as culinary 
with their kitchens and 
Medical with their labs are 
very hands on environments.  
This space will give others 
disciplines such as English 
or Business an opportunity 

for them to do something a 
little bit different.” Gaszak 
added “This space will be 
always evolving.  If you’re 
here a year from today this 
space will not look the same.

 When asked what 
the single most 
important thing 
the student should 
know about the 
EBL lab, Gaszak 
replied, “Probably 
the most important 
thing that I want 
students to know 
is at the heart of 
the EBL lab, It’s 
not just about the 
Experience Based 
Learning lab the 
whole university is 

trying to put this focus into 
giving students an education 
that is going to be engaging, 
interesting, diverse and 
going to have translatable 
skills they’re going to be able 
to use in the real world.”

Guess Who?
As we went through our various stock piles of 
photos from the past twenty years, we came across 
many familiar faces. Can you guess who each 
person is? A few will be familiar to art students, 
while one is more difficult.

Answers are available on the Game Time page.
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Evolution of The Eagle

1996

1997

1998

1999

2002

2004

2000

From 1996 all the way to today, the 
RMU Eagle Newspaper has evolved 
into a multi-million dollar business 
conglomerate. Just kidding! Check 
out the collage to see how our design 
style has developed over the years!
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Can You Repeat That?

NEWS1

A Look at the Last 20 Years… Maria Terrazas

For the last century, 
Robert Morris has been a 
prominent part of Chicago’s 
landscape.  Starting off 
as Robert Morris College 
and eventually becoming 
a university in 2009.  Of 
course with all that time 
comes many changes and 
additions to the school, with 
clubs and programs starting 
and leaving the school-- 
however, one thing that 
has remained consistent 
since its establishment 
is the Eagle Newspaper.  
Lasting two decades, the 
newspaper has followed the 
university’s newest features 
and changes spanning an 
impressive archive over 
the years highlighting the 
changes, additions, and 
diversity that the school 
has always had.  Starting 
in December of 1996, with 
three campuses in Orland 
Park, Springfield, and of 
course, Chicago.  Starting 
off by highlighting the 
cultural partnerships that 
the school was beginning to 
implement at the time, along 

with recognizing the diverse 
holiday traditions that some 
students celebrated.  They 
also covered things such as 
student issues along with 
offered student services, 

the Ethics Bowl that the 
school participated in.  As 
time went on, the school 
went on with new projects 
and opportunities for the 
students.  Continuing to 

the summer 
of 2001, 
the paper 
was in full 
swing.  With 
promoting 
internships 
and 
allowing for 
everyone 
to explore 
opposing 
views, the 
paper kept 
moving 
forward.  
The school 
introduced 
internships 
outside of 
Chicago 
and the 

state, with 
internships in 
Washington 

D.C, St. Petersburg, FL, 
and Richmond, VA to 

name a few.  They also had 
a column solely dedicated 
to the opposing views and 
opinions that students felt 
strongly about, for example 
the big debate on whether 
or not same-sex couples 
should have the right to have 
children.  Another big thing 
that the issue focused on was 
the complications that come 
with an abusive relationship, 
with even offering advice and 
resources for help.  Jumping 
to February of 2006, the 
school then boasted seven 
campuses, the paper covered 
the current events that were 
affecting the school and 
surrounding community 
along with remembering 
historic events.  At this 
time, the art gallery was 
just opening a second 
senior exhibit, an advice 
column for the students 
to submit their concerns.  
They remembered the 
Valentine’s Day Massacre of 
1929, addressing the ban 
on smoking that Springfield 
had established, and the 
sky rocket of gas prices.  

They covered the tragedy of 
the West Virginia mining 
accident, as well as some 
happier things such as the 
Harlem Globetrotter game.  
As time moved forward, 
RMU became RMU, with 
new additions to the paper 
as well.  In the issue of 
January 2011, the school 
was now at university status, 
with more events than 
ever.  The school’s culinary 
program Cooks for a cause 
had just released its first ever 
cookbook.  The mock trials 
were back at the school, 
along with national news 
sections, they recognized 
the troops that were overseas 
during the holidays, and 
how the healthcare reform 
that was happening at the 
time was affecting college 
students.  They highlighting 
how to make affordable 
meals and what the 
electronics revolution would 
lead to.  Finally leading up 
to the this issue, being the 
20th anniversary of the 
newspaper.

Previous member of the Eagle 
Staff working on a layout

career day listings, and 
highlights of sports and 

Often times when going to a 
new school for the first time 
one may find themselves 
overwhelmed with the 
influx of information being 
given at one time. Well 
here are some common 
questions that every student 
should know off-hand.

Where can I buy my books?

One may use the Student 
Store located at the South 
end of the building to fine 
books. You will need a copy 
of your class schedule in 
order to get the right books 
for each class. However, 
be careful and inform the 
attendant of what is needed 
for each class. Sometimes 
and instructor will only ask 
you to acquire the access 
code rather than the book.

Where can I go for 
tutoring?

One may go to the Learning 
Commons on the sixth 

Alexander Ramirez Mendoza

floor on the south side of 
the building. Within the 
learning commons one will 
find a white board that has 
designated times for each 
instructor.

Where can I go for 
Financial Aid?

For questions related to you 
Financial Aid you may go 
to the Financial Aid Office 
located just North of the 
security desk on the first 
floor. One should sign-in 
and ask for their Financial 
Aid Advisor.

Where do I go if I have an 
issue with my schedule?

For questions pertaining to 
one’s schedule the Academic 
Advising office is located on 
the third floor. Once there, 
students that know their 
Academic Advisor may 
proceed to their desk and 
those who do not may go to 
the front desk located within 

the office and ask who they 
are assigned to.

Where can I get food?

There are two places 
students can acquire food. 
Students can find food in 
the Nest located on the third 
floor on the south end of 
the building. The Nest has 
assorted vending machines 
that vary from food to 
drinks. The other location 
is the Eagle’s Landing Café 
on the northern side of the 
seventh floor.

Where  canI get  information 
about scholarships?

Information on scholarships 
and possible scholarship 
opportunities are located on 
RMU’s website. By searching 
“Scholarships” in the search 
bar located on the upper-
right-hand corner of the 
homepage one will be given 
various related links. I have 
provided the link to RMU’s 

potential scholarships here: 
http://www.robertmorris.
edu/scholarships/.

What clubs does RMU 
offer?

A list of RMU’s clubs and 
organizations can be found 
under the “Campus Life” 
drop-down menu.

RMU also often holds Get 
Involved Fairs which display 
all of RMU’s current clubs 
and organizations with 
possibilities of joining them.

If you would like to 
potentially start a club, 
Angela Jordan, Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
can be found within the 
offices at the back of the 
Student Center.

How do I contact my 
instructor?

If at any point one needs to 
contact an instructor the 

phone book can be found by 
using the search bar on the 
RMU website.

Where do I go to apply for 
work study?

Within Academic Affairs 
Office located on the thirds 
floor, Career Services desks 
can be found at the south 
end of the office. Within 
Career Services one may 
speak with an advisor for 
résumé help and possible 
job openings.
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Homecoming Events

NEWS1

Peoria Campus Events

Elgin Campus Events

•	 The Peoria baseball team has a Golf Outing on Oct 02 with a 9am shotgun 
start.  Contact Coach Sage to participate or sponsor a hole.

•	 Pack the Rink night for Peoria Hockey is Oct 28 at Peoria Owen's Center.

•	 Pack the Stadium day for Peoria Football is Oct 8 at East Side Center, East 
Peoria, 2pm.

•	 Pack the Gym for Peoria Men's basketball on Nov 12th @ 3:30pm, 
Woodruff High School Gym.

•	 Pack the Gym for Peoria Women's basketball on Nov 8th @ 6pm, Woodruff 
Height School Gym.

•	 Week 4 (Oct 17-20)-- a student Job Fair and a Leadership Seminar will be 
held on campus- open to all students.

•	 Saturday, October 1st: Eagles Soaring for Change will be participating in 
the Blacklight Run. 

•	 Team name is RMU, Password is Eagles

•	 Coupon Code for discounted participation ($10+tax): A23G45EC

•	 Tuesday, October 6th: Eagles Soaring for Change will be packing care 
packages for distribution to local homeless individuals. Distribution on 
Friday, October 7th. 

•	 Eagles Soaring for Change will be collecting canned foods November 1st-
17th. Donations will be sent to the Northern Illinois Foodbank.

•	 For more details, email ccorona935@robertmorris.edu or esfc@
robertmorris.edu

Maria Terrazas

Homecoming 
is an exciting way to kick 

start of the school year for everyone to 
get involved in.  Here at Robert Morris we have 

an entire week leading up to the much anticipated 
game.  This year’s theme is: “Welcome Aboard, Cruisin’ 

into a Great New Year” with a tropical theme to send things 
off.  On Monday September 26th, Homecoming week will kick 

off with Set Sail Selfie Stations, following with Chill out and get the 
Scoop on Tuesday, Pink Heals & Campus Penny Wars on Wednesday, 

Beach BBQ on Thursday, all leading up to the the pep rally and game 
on Friday and Saturday.  This year’s homecoming game will be on 
October 1st at 7 PM at the Arlington Heights field. This year RMU’s 
Football team will face off against Olivet Nazarene University. Leading 
up to this game, the football team has been preparing for the big 
match. They have faced off against North Central College, Illinois 

Wesleyan, Bacone College, and Marian University.  This year’s 
team has been working hard and hope to see everyone at 

the homecoming game cheering on our football team 
and enjoying the routines our Cheer and Dance 

teams have prepared for the pep rally and 
halftime at the game.  Don’t miss 

the fun!
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Kevin Morales

Every generation has its own 
defining childhood movie. 
For some that means Toy 
Story, for others it’s Finding 
Nemo. For this generation, it 
should be Kubo and the Two 
Strings. There is so much to 
love packed into one film 
that it can only be described 
as once in a lifetime. There 
are a few points that are 
especially spectacular about 
this film: the art, the story, 
and the lovable characters. 

Set in ancient Japan, Kubo 
and the Two Strings is a story 
of adventure, family, and 
self-discovery that will keep 
your eyes glued to the screen 
the entire time. This movie 
is breathtaking for everyone 
watching, including the 
adults. While the children 
might be infatuated with 
talking monkeys and beetles, 
the adults can be admiring 
the fantastic artwork that 

makes up the film. The 
designers took an interesting 
approach and made most of 
the world appear almost as if 
it were made out of origami. 
Not to mention adorable 
swarms of flying origami 

birds or a heroic model 
samurai add to the charm 
to the film. Unlike your 
typical sing along Disney 
movies, all you can hear is 
peaceful and occasionally 

epic oriental style music that 
goes along perfectly with 
the film. Even the landscape 
is perfect. Epic blizzards, 
mountains, and seas, all 
conquered by a loveable 
boy and his trusted animal 

bodyguards.  

When it 
comes to 
storyline, 
this movie 
is most 
definitely 
not lacking. 
Kubo is 
forced to 
track down 
a magical 
set of armor 
once his evil 

grandfather finds him and 
his mother. However it is so 
much more complex than 
that. Finding the armor 
is similar to a metaphor 
for Kubo’s journey of self-
discovery. You watch as he 

grows and learns about his 
family and the joys of just 
looking at what is around 
you. That might make the 
movie seem boring, but 
there is actually a large 
amount of action scenes 
packed into this movie. 
From giant skeletons, to 
underwater eyeballs and 
huge moon dragons, there 
is enough to keep everyone’s 
attention. When it comes to 
amazing children’s stories, 
most people immediately 
look for the latest Disney 
movie; this film equals if not 
rivals most of those. 

Even with all that being said, 
the best part of this movie is 
the characters themselves. 
They did such a good job of 
developing the personalities 
of everyone. Kubo himself 
is a loveable boy who is 
trying to figure out who he 

is while not being all too 
serious about it. He has 
these moments where 

you can tell he is still a kid 
but by the end of the movie 
he has grown into a kind 
and caring person. Monkey, 
his first companion, 
personifies a mother in 
every way possible. She 
might be slightly over 
protective, but she will do 
anything to make sure that 
Kubo is safe. Beetle, his 
second companion, is what 
everyone imagines a hero 
to be. He has unshakeable 
courage, unparalleled skill, 
and a kind heart. Every 
character in this movie 
has been developed so you 
know exactly who they are, 
something some movies 
struggle with. If you have 
not yet seen Kubo and the 
Two Strings, I would highly 
recommend it; like I said, it 
is once in a lifetime.   

Ethan Zuk

ART & CULTUREQ
If you’re not too familiar 
with DC Comics lore, then 
the name Suicide Squad 
might raise a couple of 
questions.    As the third 
installment in the expanding 
DC cinematic universe, 
Suicide Squad offers us a look 
at life from the perspective 
of the bad guys. Some might 
automatically conclude this 
movie will have a dark tone 
much like the preceding 
installments. Surprisingly 
though, that is not the 
case.  Suicide Squad offers a 
nice, and what some might 
argue, a very much-needed 
amount of fun into the 
DCCU world.

Set sometime after the events 
of Batman v Superman, 
Suicide Squad wastes no 
time in reminding audiences 
that this movie takes place 
in the same world where 
Superman died (spoiler 
alert…?).    Government 
official Amanda Waller 
wants to take the necessary 
steps to respond to the 
growing presence of 
metahumans in the world. 
That response takes the 

form of Task Force X, aka, 
the Suicide Squad.  Waller 
wants to recruit the worst of 
the worst to handle jobs that 
mere human soldiers cannot 
handle.  And if the problem 
is solved, the villains get their 
sentences reduced by 10 
years.    If they fail, 
they get thrown 
under the bus so to 
speak.  Of course it 
doesn’t take long 
for a new world 
threat to pop up 
that signals the 
initiation of Task 
Force X.

Will Smith’s 
Deadshot and 
Margot Robbie’s 
Harley Quinn are 
easily some of the main 
highlights of the film. They 
carry many of the scenes 
throughout the story and we 
get a satisfying idea of who 
they are as characters.  Their 
origins are a nice mix of 
what can be found in the 
comics with some new ideas 
sprinkled in from director 
David Ayer.    But those 
aren’t the only characters in 

the Squad.    Lesser-known 
characters like Captain 
Boomerang (pink unicorns) 
and El Diablo bring 
humor and a struggle with 
humanity respectively to the 
Squad.

I appreciated the multiple 
opportunities to connect 
with these characters, 
although still technically 
bad guys, on a personal 
level.    Of course we can’t 
forget Viola Davis’ role of 
Amanda Waller.  Simply put: 
don’t mess with her.    Jared 
Leto’s portrayal of the Joker 
will be a topic of debate for 
sometime.  You’ll either like 

or dislike him.    I however 
feel we haven’t gotten to see 
enough of him, which brings 
me on to my next point.

For those of you who 
followed the development of 
the film, you’ll recall some 

reshoots that were done 
near the final quarter of 
production.    The supposed 
reason was to add some 
more humor to the film in 
response to the negative 
reaction fans gave to 
Batman v Superman’s grim 
tone.    And while there is 
a great amount of humor 
spread throughout the 
film, it does feel like other 

elements were sacrificed in 
place of it.    You can tell in 
some scenes that there is 
something missing. It’s hard 
to say what exactly, but it 
needed a little more salt so 
to speak at times.    In the 
end though, it’s important 
to remember that this is 
a comic book film.    And 
Suicide Squad delivers just 
that to the audiences.   That 
being said for the average 
moviegoer who does not 
read the comics these 
characters come from, there 
is a chance you could be lost 
at times.

Overall the story was 
decent, not perfect, but not 
horrific either. The cast was 
spot on in my opinion, but 
it feels like the DCCU is 
still trying to find its mojo. 
I recommend seeing Suicide 
Squad if you want to stay 
up to date with DC’s line of 
films.

Suicide Squad Review

Kubo and the Two Strings Review
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Nina Maiolo

Ramsey Shahed

Ten years after Jason 
Bourne has quit the agency 
that trained him to be an 
assassin, he finds himself 
being once again hunted 
by said agency. “Jason 
Bourne”, the fourth 
movie in the Bourne 
series, excluding Bourne 
Legacy, focuses on an 
ex-CIA agent, played 
by Matt Damon who 
has lost his memories 
and spends the course 
of the movies trying 
to stop the program, 
“Operation Treadstone” 
from producing more 
operatives like him and 
to completely shut down 
Treadstone.

The movie starts off 
with an old friend of Jason 
Bourne, Nicky Parsons, 
played by Alicia Vikander, 
looking for him, because she 
uncovered a big secret about 
his life; but when they get  a 

chance to meet, things take 
a turn for the worse when 
they find out someone else 

was looking for him. 

The movie does a good job 
at portraying what everyone 
loves about the series, Jason 
Bourne doing what he does 
best, jumping rooftops, car 

chases and intense fight 
scenes. The film does a good 
job remembering where 

its series started and what 
people liked about it, but it 
seemed like every aspect of 
this segment in the Bourne 
series was recycled from 
the original trilogy. Just like 

in the three movies prior 
to this one, there’s the old 

government guy in a suit, 
(Tommy Lee Jones), a girl 
who helps him and a nemesis 
who has some unresolved 
beef with Jason Bourne, 
(Vincent Cassel). Unlike 

the prior Bourne movies, 
this one lacked creativity 

in its fight scenes and 
when the movie lost its 
momentum, it felt like 
it was really starting 
to drag. Although his 
ability to creatively use 
his surroundings to his 
advantage is an original 
trait of Jason Bourne, he 
doesn’t seem to do it at all 
throughout the movie. 
The film’s best aspect was 
that it filled in a bunch of 
the blanks left from the 
prior movies for Bourne 
lovers like me.

Overall I’d have to give 
it a solid 3.5/5 stars due 
to its predictability, 

lack of creativity but at the 
same time staying true to its  
roots. 

ART & CULTUREQ

Eager fans of the celebrated 
series and wizard-wannabes 
alike have anticipated the 
announcement of a new 
story unlike the previous 
ones of the Harry Potter 
septology. Nine years after 
The Deathly 
Hallows 
became 
available, 
J.K. Rowling 
has crafted 
a riveting 
new tale for 
readers to sink 
their teeth 
into: Harry 
Potter and the 
Cursed Child. 
A twist has 
been added 
to this release, 
however, as 
the original 
story has been 
made available 
as a screenplay 
written by Jack Thorne. The 
unfamiliar structure of the 
story has been a bone of 
contention for fans thus far, 
as the prose is noticeably 

different from Rowling’s 
previous works. 

Despite the inconsistency 
in writing style, The Cursed 
Child brings innovative and 
fresh ideas to the Harry 

Potter universe. Set nineteen 
years after the closing of 
the last book, the chronicle 
focuses on Harry’s son, 
Albus Severus, who finds just 

as much trouble at Hogwarts 
as his father did two decades 
previously. That’s not to say 
that the “Golden Trio” is 
not prominently featured; 
contrarily, Harry, Ron, 
and Hermione make an 

appearance as Ministry of 
Magic employees as per 
their teenage aspirations. 

The Cursed Child 

incorporates multiple 
characters from the original 
series and keeps the same 
setting, but it also begets 
startling new plot lines, an 
unlikely ally, a terrifying 

antagonist to rival the 
Dark Lord himself, and the 
Rowling-esque themes of 
life, death, love, and sacrifice 
that keep fans voraciously 

Cursed Child Review
anticipating the next page. 
A relatively short read at just 
over three hundred pages, 
The Cursed Child does have 
some slightly unbelievable 
scenarios, but what’s a story 

without a contrived 
deus ex machina?

 For die-hard fans of 
the original series 
who have fervent 
expectations for 
a true Rowling 
masterpiece, it’s 
probably best to 
stick to the initial 
stories. But for 
those who are 
willing to add to 
their vision of the 
HP universe, or 
simply those who 
have a particularly 
rapacious appetite 
for wizarding 
prose, Harry Potter 

and the Cursed Child will no 
doubt provide just the right 
amount of magic. 

Jason Bourne Review
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ART & CULTUREQ

Shakespeare's Star Wars Kevin Morales
Have you ever thought about 
what William Shakespeare 
and Star Wars have in 
common? Fear not if you 
haven't because someone 
else has already answered 
that question. 

Ian Doescher grew up both 
as an admirer of William 
Shakespeare's work and a 
huge fan of Star Wars. As a 
result he decided to cook up a 
series of books appropriately 
called William Shakespeare's 
Star Wars. Now I've studied 
Shakespeare's work for 
school related assignments, 
but I wouldn't necessarily 
call myself a fan or follower. 
Star Wars on the other hand 
is right up my nerdist alley. 
In all honesty I had never 
heard of this series even 
though it's been around since 
2013. It wasn't until recently 
that I was gifted a copy of 
Doescher's adaptation of 
episode IV: Verily. A New 
Hope. Thanks Sara!

It only took me a page and 
a half to find out that I 
was really going to enjoy 

this book. To some this 
idea might seem a bit odd. 
Doescher even admits in 
the afterword of the book of 
Verily. A New Hope (the first 

in the series), "At first glance, 
the title seems absurd." 
But the idea and actual 

execution of the adaption 
is quite clever. Doescher 
takes the classic dialogue 
from the films, in this case 
A New Hope, and translates 

it into Shakespeare's iconic 
writing style using iambic 
pentameter. Many would 

agree that Shakespeare's style 
of writing isn't necessarily 
the easiest to read. However, 
since the writing is based off 
dialogue that most readers 

will already be familiar 
with, it makes it easier to 
understand.

My absolute favorite part 
throughout the whole book 
is reading R2-D2's dialogue. 
Just as you would expect, he 
still beeps and whistles, but 
in an aside set early during 
the script he actually speaks 
Shakespearean English 
explaining why he chooses 
to only communicate in 
beeps and squeaks in front 
on everyone else. It's details 
like that along with an 
opening crawl set to be read 
by a chorus that really make 
this book a pleasure to read.

I am definitely going to be 
checking out the rest of this 
series which include both 
the original and prequel 
trilogies. If you're looking 
for a fun and unique read I 
highly recommend you pick 
up William Shakespeare's 
Star Wars.

“Hero” by Perry Moore Alexander Ramirez Mendoza

“Hero” is the coming-of-
age novel many young 
adults longed for in their 
adolescents. This easy read 
for the casual readers is 
just under 450 pages and 
provides a variety of plot 
twists that dance around 
the emotions of any reader. 
Perry Moore, commonly 
recognized for his work 
as executive producer on 
“The Chronicles of Narnia: 
The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe”, and various 
other films has been awarded 
the Lambda Literary Award 
on his first novel.

    “Hero” is narrated by 17-
year old boy named Thom 
Creed. Thom is a volunteer, 
a hard-working individual, 
a star basketball center, and 
a loyal son. Thom is used to 
being on his own, even as a 
basketball star, Thom had 
learned to keep his distance 

due his father’s incident 
at the Wilson Tower. Hal 
Creed, once a beloved 
superhero and member of 
The League, fell from fame 
after the Wilson Tower 
incident and simultaneously 
ostracized the Creed family. 
With Thom’s mother 
mysteriously disappearing 
at a young age, Thom begins 
to search for her once clue of 
her disappearance surface. 
However, to Thom’s surprise, 
what he found at the end 
of his search was more 
meaningful than seeing his 
mother again.

    Overall I rate the book 
4 out of 5 stars. It is a great 
book with plenty of twists 
and turns that puts one’s own 
struggles into perspective. 
Thom’s journey of self-
discovery and struggle 
makes this into a can’t-put-
down read.
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COMMENTARYV
Hot Dogs: Sandwiches or Something More?

Noah ElmoreA high school debate class 
rages on. The class is split 
half and half, one side 
presenting a well-researched 
argument discussing the 
complexities and pragmatic 
difficulties associated with 
legalized marijuana for 
recreational use. The other 
half calmly sits, waiting 
to rebut the points made 
by the first group, citing 
research about the helpful 
capacities of marijuana. 
A scenario similar to this 
has played out thousands 
upon thousands of times 
in America, in a variety of 
structured formats with 
varying levels of calmness. 
From two strangers meeting 
on the street and discussion 
and debating their opinions 
on a new marijuana law, 
to a professional debate 
between pre-assigned sides 
of a high school class, to 
two presidential candidates 
standing on stage before an 
audience of innumerable 
Americans, the debate 
on the legalization of 

marijuana has swept across 
the nation like a great 
janitor. Other debates, like 
stem cell research, abortion, 
or the death penalty, have 
immense political and 
human repercussions 
and appear to highly 
divisive, hotly contested, 
and incredibly important. 
One argument that seems 
to be just as divisive, just 
as contested, and just as 
important remains raging 
though, without near as 
much discussion. Is a hot 
dog a sandwich?

Asking this question 
frequently prompts an 
immediate response. While 
an anecdotal bit of evidence, 
everyone that I have ever 
asked this question to 
responds within seconds, 
and will often call the 
other side foolish, stupid, 
ignorant, or some other 
insult. Supporters will 
vehemently defend the hot 
dog as a sandwich, citing 
its bun as a bread products, 

or other sandwiches that 
come served on buns like 
grinders, subs, or gyros. The 
opposition will claim the 
thickness of a hot dog as the 
reason that a hot dog cannot 
be considered a sandwich. 
Whichever side of the 
argument one falls, he or she 
can be assured that the other 
side will not give up easily, 
and that this question will 
rage in a fiery ball of debate 
for the foreseeable future.

A hot dog is many things 
to many people. It can be 
a delicious treat, it can be 
a disgusting abomination, 
it can be a sentimental 
reminder of childhood, it can 
be a symbol of America, it 
can be a ball game tradition, 
however, I cannot in good 
conscious call it a sandwich. 
To first understand why a 
hot dog is not a sandwich, 
though, a sandwich must 
first be defined. Merriam-
Webster, the world 
renowned dictionary 
states that a sandwich is 

“a : two or more slices of 
bread or a split roll having 
a filling in between [or] b : 
one slice of bread covered 
with food” (“Definition Of 
SANDWICH”). Upon first 
reading of this definition, it 
seems easy to define, a hot 
dog is clearly a sandwich as 
it falls in the first category 
of a split roll having a filling. 
A hot dog, however, is not a 
sandwich because words are 
not defined by a concrete 
authority, the definition 
currently used by the 
dictionary is antiquated and 
inadequate, and a hot dog 
doesn’t contain a relatively 
thin or flat meat, cheese, 
or edible spread between 
the bread, which is my 
proposed new definition of 
a sandwich.

The dictionary, while a 
useful tool for defining 
words, is just a record for 
how words are used. The 
word sandwich does not 
have any inherent meaning. 
The definition provided 

by Merriam-Webster is 
not bound to the word 
sandwich. For all it’s worth, 
we could call sandwiches 
any strand of gibberish, 
and that strand of gibberish 
would be representative of 
what we call a sandwich 
today. A lengthier and 
more apt description of this 
process can be found in fun-
to-read Frindle by Andrew 
Clements, a book in which a 
student calls pens “frindles” 
demonstrating that if all 
people call an object by a 
new name, that new name 
can assume the meaning 
of the object. While a little 
elementary, the book has 
vital meaning to the debate 
of hot dogs. Supporters of 
calling a hot dog a sandwich 
cannot rely solely on the hard 
and stubborn dictionary 
definition of a sandwich. 
This definition ignores 
context and proclaims that 
the meaning of “sandwich” 
is concrete, which it is not.

Final Thoughts Kevin Morales

So this is the end. The end 
of my time at Robert Morris 
University. The end of my 
time working with The 
Eagle. The end of another 
chapter in my life. It’s hard 
to believe still that three 
years have gone by since I 
first started, but alas here I 
am.

It’s a bit of a challenge trying 
to remember how I felt on 
my first day of college. I was 
probably nervous, curious 
as well, and more than 
likely hungry. I was excited 
nonetheless. I got to study 
what I loved in the city that I 
loved. That alone helped me 
settle in right away.

I met people who would 
quickly become long time 
friends. Friends who were 
reliable and are still to this 
day supportive just as I am 
to them. But even then I 
felt there was something 
missing from my overall 
experience. The Eagle 
changed that however. 

Back in high school (Go, 
Lane Go!) I worked for the 
student newspaper which 
instilled in me a profound 
interest in journalism. So 
finding out that a similar 
opportunity awaited here at 
RMU, I had to jump at it.

Granted coming from a 
high school with over 4,000 
students, stories were never 
hard to find. RMU, however, 
posed a unique challenge. 
A smaller school meant 
a smaller student body. 
But that didn’t mean there 
weren’t stories to find, I just 
had to look harder. If there is 
one thing that has stuck out 
to me from journalism, it’s 
being observant. Learning to 
take in your surroundings, 
how people interact, express 
themselves, etc. can do you 
a whole lot of good not only 
as a reporter but as a person 
in general.

When I took over as Editor-
in-Chief, I had my work 
set out for me. Our staff 

was a mere three people. 
We had to build everything 
from scratch all over again. 
At that point was when I 
realized there was legitimate 
work to be done. And that 
is one thing I have always 
stressed to those who have 
come and gone from The 
Eagle. When you join, treat 
it like a job. Professionalism 
and consistency are what got 
this publication started, and 
they are the same driving 
forces that will keep it alive.

As I mentioned in my Letter 
to the Editor of this issue, 
I have had the pleasure to 
work with so many hard 
working people. It’s been 
said The Eagle is a good way 
to draw out the talent of 
RMU and I cannot disagree. 
My staff has been the best 
team I could ever ask for and 
I dare anyone to challenge 
that. Yes, we have had plenty 
of challenges and scares, but 
we endured nonetheless.

I will miss my time at RMU 

and most of all The Eagle. I 
am glad to have been able 
to contribute to a 20 year 
legacy that I can only hope 
will continue into the future.

Thank you to all the family, 

friends, The Eagle Staff, 
RMU faculty, and readers 
for your support these past 
three years. It has been a 
blast, but now it is time to 
sign off, once and for all...

Kevin graduated in July with a Bachelor's 
degree in Architectural Technology

To Be Continued...
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GAME TIME )

Comic

Sudoku

Like us!
RMU Eagle News

Follow us!
@RMUEagle

1 4 7

2 8 3

8 7 1 9

6 4 8 5

9 1

3 5 9 6

1 5 3 2

3 4 1

4 9 7

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Tue Aug 30 15:41:54 2016 GMT. Enjoy!

Catarina Maiolo

Answer Key to Guess Who on Page 3
Number 1: Mary Russell: Advisor/ Professor of Graphic Arts  Number 2: Peter Stern: Professor of Politics and Social Sciences  
Number 3: Michael McMahon: Professor of Liberal Arts and English Number 4: Caroline Pavelkis: Curriculum Chair/Professor of Graphic Arts 
Number 5: Mei-Fen Chen: Professor of  Graphic Arts   Number 6: Leigh Brinson: Vice President of Financial Services


