
1 | THE EAGLE THE EAGLE | 1

R O B E R T  M O R R I S  U N I V E R S I T Y

Est. 1996

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS • BENSENVILLE • CHICAGO • DUPAGE • ELGIN • LAKE COUNTY • ORLAND PARK • PEORIA • SCHAUMBURG • SPRINGFIELD

ISSUE No. 20.4
Fall 2 Issue 2  EAGLE NewsTH

E
Homecoming Festivities Maria Terrazas

To kick off the homecoming 
celebrations and the start of 
a new busy school year, all of 
RMU athletics, from every 
campus convened at the 
ACC in Arlington Heights 
for the Homecoming Pep 
Rally.  Every team and 
their coaches and staff 
counterparts were present 
from Chicago, Peoria, 
and Springfield.  The day 
began with administrators 
introducing themselves 
and the coaches that make 
the athletics programs at 
RMU run smoothly.  As a 
way to break the ice and of 
course catch the interest 
of the athletes present, 
administration had a 
few games set up to keep 
everyone involved.  First, 
they began by getting one 
athlete from every present 
team for a hula hooping 
contest that ended in a 
three-way tie.  After more 
explanations as to what is 
expected of the athletics 
department there was 
round of musical chairs 
for all the coaches, with 
the women’s soccer coach 
being champion.  The day 
progressed with honoring 
both RMU’s men’s and 
women’s bowling teams and 
our eSports team as well.  All 
three teams were recognized 
for their championship wins.  
ESports was commended 
for their national ranking 
and the reputation that they 

have upheld since eSports 
was brought on as an 
actual sport at RMU.  Both 
bowling teams received 
their rings and trophies for 
their victories.

As a way to show our 
athletes what the RMU 
Cheer, RMU Dance, and 
the RMU Band practice 
to perform at their games, 
each team put together a 
number to pep the crowd 
for the presentation of the 
football team.  The RMU 
cheerleaders started off the 
program with a routine that 
mixed in both their cheer 
and dance moves, as well as 
their stunts.  Next, our RMU 
Dance performed a routine 
with a mashup of three 
different styles of dance that 
they competed with at the 
NDA Camp back in August.  
After those performances 
the band played their Latin 
inspired compositions that 
they have been working 
very hard on cleaning and 
perfecting for each game.  As 
the close of the day loomed 
on and the closing remarks 
were said the final team to 
be presented, of course, was 
our RMU Football team.  
With it being homecoming 
we wanted to pump up our 
RMU Football team for the 
big game the next day.  They 
each ran out on the court 
and pumped up the crowd 
before finishing off the 
indoor activities at the pep 

rally.  Following the closing 
remarks, all the athletes 
went out to the football 
field to take a drone picture 
of everyone after having 
received their President’s 
jackets.

The next day, game day, 
started off to a cold, gloomy, 
and wet start.  The weather 
could have been cleaner 
and the temperature a little 
higher, but that didn’t stop 
our RMU Eagles.  With 
kickoff later in the day 
the Eagles were set for a 
very eventful day with our 
women’s volleyball and men’s 
soccer games preceding the 
homecoming football game.

The game in itself was a 
great accomplishment for 
the Eagles.  The game was 
against Olivet Nazarene 
University.  Both Olivet and 
RMU made it an interesting 
and clean game, but the 
Eagles stood out with a 42-
14 victory.  Some standout 
performances by our team 
were by Quarterback 
Kenyatte Allen who threw 
20-for-28 for 272 yards and 
had four touchdowns with 
zero interceptions.  Tristen 
Jeffries led the receivers with 
125 yards on eight catches.  
Barrington Thomas broke 
off a 63 yard touchdown run 
and ran for 70 yards on three 
carries.  It was an impressive 
game and the Eagles showed 
great RMU spirit.

All photos curtosey of Robert Morris 
University - IL.

More can be viewed at  
http://www.rmueagles.com/SIDHelp/
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Dear Readers,

Welcome back everyone 
to another year at Robert 
Morris University, and 
another year of The Eagle. As 
we are all transitioning from 
a leisurely summertime 
lifestyle to a hectic study 
filled schedule, a lot of 
events are happening. We 
are only a couple weeks 
from the one of the most 
controversial elections in 
the history of our country. 
As if homework, projects, 
and sports were not enough, 
we have the duty of choosing 
our next president. If that 
is not stress, I am not sure 
what is! 

We also have something 
to look forward to even 
closer than November 4th, 
it's Halloween! Ethan is the 
biggest fan of Halloween, in 
fact it is probably his second 
favorite holiday of all time. 

This is the only 
time of the 
year where it is 
perfectly normal 
for me to walk 
up to someone's 
door dressed as a 
giant banana and 
ask for candy. The 
weird part of it all 

is that most people would 
actually give me some. All the 
over simplification aside, the 
holiday is great for bringing 
people together. No matter 
if it is a costume party or a 
big group of people going 
trick-or-treating, there is 
always something to do or a 
place to be.

With all of that being 
said, you might notice 
something different about 
this letter compared to its 
predecessors. You got it 
right, the people writing it 
are different! Kevin Morales, 
the Editor-in-Chief before 
us, has reached the end of 
his years here at RMU. With 
him graduating, he had to 
pass the torch to someone 
who could fill his chanclas. 
He came to the decision that 
in order to do that he would 
need two people. That is 
where we come in. We won't 

waste all of your time with 
introductions here, you 
can find those later in the 
issue. We just want to let 
you the readers, and Kevin 
himself, know that the 
paper is in good hands, and 
we plan to continue its huge 
success. 

Speaking of success, 
The Eagle, just got done 
celebrating its 20th 
anniversary! That is more 
years than I have been alive 
to put it all in perspective. 
We recently moved where 
the paper is located. We 
now have our own offices 
right next to the bookstore 
so feel free to knock and say 
hello. As always, we would 
like to thank you for taking 
the time to pick up and read 
this issue. After all, you are 
the reason us and all the 
hardworking students here 
put together issue after issue. 
Our success is a direct result 
of you picking up that paper 
from the stand, and for that 
we are eternally grateful. 

Sincerely,
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Hello everyone, and 
welcome back to another 
edition of Eagle News. I am 
Alex Ramirez, the newly 
appointed Co-Editor-
In-Chief alongside my 
colleague Ethan Zuk. Due 
to the recent change we 
figured we should introduce 
ourselves. I am a Junior 
here at RMU studying 
Business Administration. 
I have been on the Eagle 
since the Winter quarter 
of 2014. I like to stay busy, 
with two jobs and school, 
I tend to keep it that way. 
However, when I do have 
time for myself, I like to do 
a variety of different things 

that range from reading and 
learning  new languages, to 
playing video games and 
select sports. Even though 
I do have a passion for 
business, it was not what I 
originally wanted to pursue. 
Originally Biochemistry was 
the major I wanted to dive 
into first, but after careful 
consideration I realized 
business here at RMU was 
the way to go. I am also a 
member of RMUs Chorus as 
a Tenor. So expect to see me 
in our upcoming concerts 
and events! I look forward 
to working alongside the 
Eagle’s great members to 
continue to bring future 

issues to you. If at any point 
you would like to contact 
me in regards to coverage of 
an event, possible upcoming 
stories/opportunities 
please email me at 
aramirezmendoza667@
robertmorris.edu, 
eaglenews@robertmorris.
edu, or stop by our meetings 
at 2PM Mondays.

Alexander 
Ramirez Mendoza 

NEWS1
Introduction to the Editors

Alexander

Ethan
Hello, my name is Ethan 
Zuk, I am the newly 
appointed Co-Editor-in-
Chief along side my friend 
Alex Ramirez. With the 
change in leadership and the 
beginning of an brand new 
year, we thought it would be 
a good idea to tell everyone 
a little bit about us. I am a 
sophomore here at RMU in 
the culinary program. This is 
my fourth quarter working 
with the Eagle and the 5th 
issue I have worked on. I am 
also the president of Cooks 
for a Cause, a club here at 
RMU that focuses on giving 
back the best way a culinary 

student can, through food! I 
like to keep myself busy so 
i am also a member of the 
Esports team. I compete in 
both Hearthstone: Heroes 
of Warcraft and Heroes of 
the Storm. With everything 
I do at the university, I still 
have a few hobbies of my 
own. My lifetime passion 
has always been soccer. I 
played for 13 years before 
some injuries forced me to 
stop but still love watching 
every saturday. I also have a 
huge interest in computers, I 
even built one! Just like my 
predecessor, Kevin Morales, 
I am a huge comic book 

fan so expect some more 
issues based on those. I am 
extremely honored to have 
been chosen to help lead 
this paper and look forward 
to continuing the years of 
success it already has had. 
If you ever need to reach 
me feel free to email me at 
Ezuk288@robertmorris.edu 
or come by our meetings on 
Mondays at 2pm. 

Ethan Zuk 
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NEWS1
20th Anniversary Recap Ramsey Shahed

On October 12th, The Eagle 
News celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in the State 
Street Gallery at the Chicago 
campus.

The Eagle's staff along with 
several faculty members and 
students enjoyed a guest 
panel along with a display of 
numerous issues and other 
items from the newspaper's 
archives. Before the guest 
panel began, faculty were 

invited to look back through 
the student publication's 
history through the various 
archives on display. Set up 
on the display were some 
issues dug up from the 
ancient archives, from 1997 
to 2006. In these archives 
were some major articles 
and events covered in the 
paper throughout the past 
20 years.

The guest panel consisted 

of the Eagle's very first 
faculty adviser, Jane "Coach" 
Ungari, former adviser Paul 
Gaszak, and current staff 
member Alex Ramirez. 
The panel was moderated 
by former Editor-in-Chief, 
Kevin Morales. Each 
panelist was asked to share 
their various experiences 
and connections to The 
Eagle since its establishment 
in 1996.

As the panel reached its 
end, Morales announced 
his resignation as Editor-
and-Chief of the Eagle, 
having graduated some 
months prior to the event. 
When asked for his final 
thoughts he said, “Of course, 
everything comes to an end. 
As has my time with RMU, 
now that I've graduated. 
And I'd like to thank my 
awesome team for making 

everything possible."

He immediately announced 
his successors, as both Alex 
Ramirez and Ethan Zuk will 
now oversee the position of 
Co-Editors in Chief.

The potential of The Eagle is 
boundless and will soar and 
become something bigger 
and better than it used to be 
thanks to every contributor 
throughout the years.

Current Eagle staff with Coach Ungari

Attendees of the event, included Professors 
Mary Russell and Glenn Canigiani

Current Eagle staff

Guest panel. (From left) Jane "Coach" Ungari, Paul Gaszak, Alex Ramirez, Kevin Morales

Advisors throughout the years. 
(From left) Jane "Coach" Ungari, Michael Stelzer Jocks, Paul Gaszak
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SPORTS & HEALTH M

A Look Into eSports Upcoming Season Ethan Zuk

    With two complete years of 
the first ever varsity esports 
program, the program has 
already accomplished so 
much. Two years as runner 
ups in collegiate League of 
Legends, an appearance in 
the round of 64 in Heros 
of the Dorm, and playoff 
appearances in both 
Counter Strike: Global 
Offensive and Hearthstone: 
Heroes of Warcraft. Even 
with all of this, the program 
was not ready to rest on its 
laurels. The program has 
been expanded this year 
to have over 100 students 
competing, and in addition 
it has added two games to 
also compete in, Heroes of 
the Storm and Overwatch. 

There is even a change 
in leadership happening. 
Founder of the program 
Kurt Melcher has become 
even more involved in the 
world of eSports and has left 
Theater Creative Director 
Andrew Dickson as the new 
coordinator for the program. 
Melcher still works in the 

program in an advisory role.  

The League of Legends 
program has seen a huge 
expansion, it now contains 7 

teams in total all competing 
in different Intercollegiate 
leagues. They hope to this 
year bring home the ULOL 
trophy this year after coming 
up just shy previously. 
The entire varsity lineup 

returns this year along with 
a strong year of recruiting 
to strengthen the rosters. 
Varsity top laner Derek 
Micheau is set to be the 

first student in the country 
to graduate with an esports 
scholarship. 

One of the two most 
recently added games 
Heroes of the Storm, also 
has a strong roster to look 

forward too. Coming from 
all over the country, the 
players have their eyes set 
on one goal, a Heroes of the 
Dorm championship. One 

of the biggest esports events 
ever, the finals of Heroes of 
the Dorm is broadcasted 
by ESPN. With a prize 
pool of over $500,000 in 
scholarships, the new team 
has ambitions to make it all 
the way through the march 

madness style tournament. 
They hope to improve on 
the round of 64 early exit 
from last year. 

You can also look forward to 
seeing strong performances 
from teams competing both 
Hearthstone: Heroes of 
Warcraft and Counter Strike: 
Global Offensive (CSGO). 
As of October 23, 2016 
Hearthstone has already had 
three weeks of competition 
with two teams competing. 
One team is currently 
undefeated at 3-0 and the 
other is not far behind with a 
record of 2-1. Also coasting 
two teams, the CSGO 
program hopes to improve 
on a heartbreaking exit from 
playoffs last year. Working 
closely with professional 
team Winterfox, they 
are diligently working to 
improve.

    For updates on all of 
the teams make sure to 
check RMU eSports twitter  
@RMUeSports and results 
can be found online at 
rmueagles.com

Welcome Our New Director Alexander Ramirez Mendoza

Diane Marelli is the newly 
appointed Chorus Director 
for RMU. Recently retired 
from Riverside Brookfield 
High School after 20 years 
Merelli is excited to teach a 
choir again. 

With the past experience 
of nurturing one choir into 
four that met during the 
regular school day and other 
extra-curricular choirs that 
met outside the regular 
school day. However, due to 
budget cuts, one of the four 
choirs had to be disbanded. 
Through the years Marelli 
has also taught many 
classes to help her students 
excel. These classes ranged 
from AP Music Theory, 

Concert Band, and Music 
Appreciation to Fine Arts 
Survey, a required course to 
graduate.

Marelli has stayed active 
in the American Choral 
Directors Association 
(ACDA) as well as the 
Illinois Music Educators 
Association (IMEA) on both 
the nation and state level.

Continuing to perform at 
many national and state 
chorus events as a pianist, 
Marelli has continued to 
find the time to also be 
an organist for a church 
in Lemont, IL. Whenever 
invited Marelli also plays 
at special events as a 

pianist, accompaniment, or 
conductor.

Earlier this year at the RBHS 
Apollo Awards, more than 
30 people in the audience 
rose and sang with the three 

RBHS choirs to sing “Can’t 
Help Falling In Love” to 
Marelli. Originally sang by 
Elvis Presley, Marelli teaches 
all her students the song first 
in order to use it as a warm 
up in the future. This song 

was also traditionally sung 
at the RBHS Spring Concert. 
Many of the alumni that 
night went on to say that 
Marelli has had a permanent 
impact on their lives.

Marelli conducting 
her final concert 
at Riverside-
Brookfield High 
School.
Photo Curtosey of 
William Camargo
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ART & CULTUREQ
State Street Gallery Susan Reyes

Come one, come all!

Robert Morris University 
is glad to welcome eight 
great artists to our 401 S. 
State Street location. From 
September 26th 2016 to 
December 23rd 2016, there 
are many Carnival themed 
paintings to enjoy. Did I 
mention that it is free? The 
exhibit is co-curated by Jason 
Messinger, Professional 
Artist and Curator Shelley 
LaMantia, Gallery Director 
& Dean of Professional 
Arts. The moment you 
walk into the gallery, it is 
nothing but great pleasure 
and a bit of mystery figuring 
out what each painting is 
saying to you. The creators 
have such impressive talent 
that it wouldn’t be complete 
without a welcoming 
audience. There are selected 
works by Kass Copeland, 
Alan Emerson Hicks, 
IZZO, Anne Leuck, Edward 

Master, Jason Messinger, 
Anthony Stagg and Joey 
Wozniak. The Crazy 8 Artists 
are expressing different 
techniques from paintings, 
sculptures, collages and 
drawings that come in many 
shades, sizes and textures.

One of the many paintings 
in the gallery is The Truth 
Teller by Anne Leuck (shown 
right), it is the reality of 
growing older and sharing 
what is taboo to society for 
woman. Leuck uses her own 
emotions and vulnerabilities 
inside each painting but 
accepts who she is. Despite 
growing older and knowing 
that nothing will be as it was, 
sh finds ways to express how 
it once was using bold colors 
and signature styles while 
empowering older woman 
to also appreciate a older age 
with no apologies. So don’t 
be shy, come out and enjoy 
the show at the State Street 
Gallery.

The Truth Teller Ann Leuck

Busy Beach Joey Wozniak
The Candy Man Kass CopelandUnlabeled piece, clothing made 

from upcycled materials

Local Trinity Skepticism Anthony Stagg
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ART & CULTUREQ
Burning Rubber in the Art Game Jon Stevanovich

A quick 10 minute walk 
from campus, Millennium 
Park offers some great 
art work that's definitely 
worth checking out, while 
Crown Foundation is under 
construction for the new 
couple of months.

Six pieces of art created by 
artist Chakaia Booker are 
on display free of charge at 
Millennium Park’s Boeing 
North and South Gallery. 
The art is created from 
old tires and stainless steel 
and by no means no small 
in stature with the sizes 
range from 8 to 16 feet and 
weighing up to one ton in 
pounds. They are inspired by 
fusion of culture and athletic 
influences by bringing 
simple materials into 
complex shapes to reshape 
art. It Definitely gives 
interesting perspective in 
the eco-friendly movement 

and also it is large scale 
pieces that you can actually 
touch and feel which gives 
another dimension to the 
appreciation of it. 

All range from different 
sizes and shapes as well, 
personally I like the newest 
one Déjà Vu piece because 
it is somewhat of an optical 
illusion from a distance 
but also resembles a tires, 
which brings it all back full 
circle. Also, if you need 
a new Facebook profile 
with some art to show 
your appreciation, one of 
Booker’s pieces resembles a 
photo frame which is perfect 
for that “Kodak” moment.

Booker also has work 
at Governors State 
University and on The 
606/Bloomingdale Trail in 
Chicago, which are free to 
view as well.

Deja Vu Chakaia Booker

Two other works by Chakaia Booker, also located in Millennium Park
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EAT & DRINK
RMU’s New Pop-Up Restaurant Ethan Zuk

On October 20th, 2016 in 
the Culinary Dining Room, 
Robert Morris University’s 
culinary program opened 
its own pop-up restaurant 
named Backcountry Bistro.

As part of a collaboration 
between two different 
classes, every Thursday they 
will be hosting a lunch from 
11:30 til 2:30 when the last 

order will be taken. The 
menu consists of comfort 
food from the south that 
will make you feel at home. 
For 10 dollars, including tip 
and tax, you get to indulge 
yourself in a three course 
lunch with different menu 
options. Incoming guests 
will enjoy communal seating 
where you can have a fun 
lunch date while meeting 

new people.

The students behind the 
scenes have been hard at 
work since the beginning 
of the semester to get the 
restaurant up in running. 
They had to design the 
restaurant while also testing 
the recipes and perfecting 
them so they come out 
in a timely fashion. The 

whole restaurant  is run 
by students, Each running 
their own station having to 
receive orders and put them 
out in time. 

Culinary student Dana 
Becker says “It actually feels 
like working a restaurant 
where we have to prep 
everything, and then make 
to order while getting 

multiple orders at a time. 
It is an ton of fun and each 
week we switch stations.”

If you have any questions 
about Backcountry Bistro, 
feel free to visit it on 
Thursdays between 11:30-
2:30 or Email Chef Brad 
Hindsley at BHindsley@
robertmorris.edu. 

See the menu below.
Special Thanks

CUL 453 
Ruth Amponsah

Isaiah Brister
Kiana Horton

Dustin McCarver
Dashay Williams 

Lead by  
Chef Brad Hindsley  
Chef Cat Alaimo

CUL 253
Dana Becker

Mercedes Cerda
Leslie Cockrell

Michael Connolley
Jenest Espino

Dustin McCarver
Lacy Ruggeberg

Robert Thompson

Lead by  
Chef Cheryl Corrado

Robert Morris University
Pop-Up Restaurant Series

Southern Starters

BCB Wings 
Southern Fried Chicken Wings in Paprika-Parmesan 
Batter | Carolina BBQ | Sweet & Sour Slaw with 
Creamy Parmesan Sauce

Cornbread Fritters
HushPuppy Style Fritters | Scallions 
Cream Corn Sauce 

Chicken + Dumpling Soup
Hearty Slow Cooked Chicken off the Bone  
Hand-Rolled Dumplings

Maple Apple Salad
Mixed Greens | Cider-Maple Vinaigrette 
Cranberries | Apples | Candied Pecans

Main Fixin's

Fried Catfish
Beer Battered Fried Catfish Filet with Lemon  
Tarragon Tartar Sauce | Fresh Cut Chips

Chicken Pot Pie
Tender Chicken | Creamy Velouté | Mixed Veggies 
Puff Pastry 

Veggie Lovers Mac n’ Cheese 
Classic Mac with a Spicy Twist | Sharp Cheddar 
Cheese Sauce | Roasted Veggies

Sweet Treats

Peach Cobbler
Snicker Doodle Cookie | Amaretto Infused Peaches 
Vanilla Ice Cream

Chocolate Pie 
Rich Chocolate Gonache | Graham Cracker Crust 
Fresh Whipped Cream | Toasted Nuts 

BcB Easy as  
1, 2, 3

How to order:
Pick one Southern Starter

Pick one Main Fixin’
Pick one Sweet Treat

restaurant Vision

Here at Back Country Bistro, Robert Morris  
University’s First ever Pop up restaurant, it is all 
about bringing the comfort of home-style flavors to 
your fast paced life. The summer has passed, and 
the air is starting to get crisp, the season that longs 
for a hearty and warm meal is upon us. We have 
constructed a menu that will take you on a journey 
of spectacular flavor and Southern comfort that will 
have you stopping by again and again.

restaurant Mission

Welcome to the Pop up Restaurant at RMU! 
While you are enjoying a delicious meal and  
wonderful conversation, our culinary students are 
hard at work. Each quarter two groups of students 
collaborate to conceptualize and operate this  
restaurant as part of their curriculum. Upper level 
students decide the theme, ambiance, and menu. 
They also manage the product, inventory and  
customer service. The sophomore level students  
implement the menu by testing the recipes and 
running the kitchen. It is a true experiential way of 
learning! Bon appetit!
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EAT & DRINK

Best Mac and Cheese on Earth 

Ingredients:

2 Cups elbow macaroni

5 Tbsp unsalted butter

¼ Cup unbleached flour

2 Cups Milk

1 Cup sharp cheddar cheese, grated 

Salt and Pepper to taste 

4 oz Velveeta, Cubed 

½ Cup crumbled Ritz Crackers, For top 

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 

2. Grease a baking dish

3. Cook Macaroni in salted water until al dente, drain and set to the side 

4. In a large sauce pan, melt 4 tbsp butter then whisk in flour

5. Allow that mixture to cook for about 2 minutes until it smells nutty 
then add milk

6. Periodically stir mixture and allow to simmer until it thickens

7. Add cheddar cheese and stir until melted

8. Season with salt and pepper 

9. Add velveeta but do not allow it to melt completely

10. Place macaroni into baking dish and pour cheese sauce over it, Mix

11. Cover top with crushed Ritz crackers and dot with remaining butter

12. Bake for 20-25 min until browned and bubbly

Donut Miss Out on Beaver Donuts Marissa Molitor
Beaver Donuts has a 
permanent location inside 
of the French Market 
building near Olgilvie, off of 
the Clinton stop on the pink 
line, but is most commonly 
seen in truck form, often 
behind Robert Morris, on 
Wabash and Van Buren. 
If you have never seen, 
smelled, or heard about the 
Beaver Donut Truck, you 
are definitely missing out.

Made fresh after you order, 
watching the donuts being 
made in front of you is a 
unique experience and is 
definitely worth the short 
wait. Beaver Donuts offers 
many different sizes, flavors, 
and combinations of mini 
donuts. The ordering process 
is very straightforward 
as you select the number 
of mini donuts that you 
would like first. Second, you 
choose your toppings, being 
able to choose from free 
sugar coatings to signature 

toppings that cost a dollar 
extra. The biggest struggle 
comes in choosing from 
the extensive topping range. 
Along with the delicious, 
fresh, melt in your mouth 
donuts, Beaver Donuts also 
serves Cuban Blend coffee, 
milkshakes, juice, water, and 
milk that all pair perfectly 
with their donuts. 

I was able to try three 
different flavors, Cinnamon 
Sugar, Turtle, and Funky 
Monkey. Each one brings 
something different to 
the table. As our former 
editor, Kevin Morales, has 
nut allergies, we chose to 
bring Cinnamon Sugar to 
placate him and allow him 
the opportunity to try the 
donuts too. A simple, yet 
classic flavor, you cannot 
go wrong with this choice. 
The second flavor, Turtle, 
consisted of chocolate syrup, 
caramel syrup, and chopped 
pecans. This combination 

was my personal favorite, 
as the different flavors 
melted together on the 
warm donuts to round out 
the flavor palette. The final 
flavor that we tested out, 
Funky Monkey, was an 
interesting combination of 
Nutella and fresh banana. 
Similar to the Turtle donuts, 
the Nutella was drizzled 
over the donuts. The woman 
working pulled out a fresh 

banana and began to cut 
slices from it, placing a 
slice on each donut. I wasn’t 
expecting it, but I was 
pleasantly surprised in the 
outcome of this flavor as 
well. 

A convenient location and 
fantastic flavors, Beaver 
Donuts is a great choice 
for a quick bite to eat for 
anytime throughout the day. 

Although there is no “sit 
down” location, Chicago 
has many places to relax 
to finish off your donuts, 
whether it be in a nearby 
park, or in class. I would 
absolutely recommend 
stopping by and ordering 
a box, especially if it’s your 
birthday, as Beaver Donuts 
offers a free half dozen of 
mini donuts as a gift to you 
on your special day.
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Hot Dogs: Sandwiches or Something More?
Noah ElmoreContinued from the Last 

Issue...

COMMENTARYV

Defining words strictly by 
their definition according to 
the dictionary causes other 
problems as well. These 
definitions can be ages old, 
and have not evolved with 
the course of language over 
time, or in other cases may 
be just an incorrect way to 
define a word. For instance, 
a loaf of sliced bread is not a 
sandwich. It is a loaf of sliced 
bread. Except according 
to the dictionary, it is. As a 
loaf of bread is two or more 
slices of bread containing a 
filling, albeit of more bread. 
In addition, this definition 
could be extended to pizzas, 
as they’re a type of bread 
product with food on 
top. It is not 
realistic 
to call 
pizza, an 
entirely 
separate 

subcategory 
of food, a 
sandwich 
simply because 
it is on bread. 
The outdated 
definition 
does not even 
necessarily require 
the filling to be food 
in its first definition, 
meaning any single 
object could be place 
between two slices 
of bread and called 
a sandwich as per the 
definition, but not by any 
person. This shows the 
faultiness of relying on the 
dictionary, as it is sometimes 
outdated or provides 
incorrect information.

Since the definition of 
sandwich as we know it 
has been deconstructed, 
it is important to craft a 
definition of sandwich 
that is suitable for the use 
of all in common English. 
This definition must be a 
record of how sandwiches 
are commonly described 
from person to person. I 
propose that sandwiches 
be defined now as any 
relatively thin or flattened 

meat, cheese, or edible 
spread place in between 
two pieces of bread or split 
roll, or on top of one piece 
of bread. This definition, 
while not perfect, excludes 
a hot dog, bratwursts, loaves 
of bread, still includes other 
frequent “sandwiches” 
like the traditional ham 
sandwich, turkey and cheese 
sub, peanut butter and jelly, 
grilled cheese, and Philly 
cheesesteak. This definition 
more accurately reflects 
what many people would 
call a sandwich.

Why is this important, 
though? Why does defining 
a sandwich and 

excluding 
a hot dog from that 

definition matter so much? 
Primarily, it’s important 
because it refines our 
linguistic skills. The hot 
dog is monumental, 
linguistically, because it 
provides inspiration to keep 
our recorded definitions 
accurate, as well as focusing 
and shifting attention 
away from the use of the 
dictionary as a crutch in 
defining terms. By raising 
awareness of the hot dog, 
awareness is raised to critical 
thought. Awareness is raised 
for appropriate definitions 

that focus on our common 
linguistic use of words.

    Some may also call this 
debate foolish, simple, 
rudimentary, and a 
thesaurus’s worth of negative 
adjectives, however, this 
conversation is far from 
that. This discussion is 
incredibly complex and 
high level. In debating this, 
elements of linguistics, 
anthropology, knowledge 
of pop culture, among other 
ideas are discussed, far from 
an elementary topic. While 
it maybe has fewer 
practical 

applications 
than a debate on say, the 

legalization of marijuana, it 
is still important and focuses 
on humans in a much more 
unique way.

By focusing on humans in a 
much more unique, special, 
and personalized way than 
a highly researched debate 
on the morality and the 
practicalities of abortion, 
we can take away something 
about each person we meet 
by asking this question. 
Similarly to the question 
proposed in an episode 
of This American Life of 
“Flight or invisibility?” 
everyone has an idea to 
the answer of the question: 
“Is a hot dog a sandwich?” 

One can immediately 
judge the argumentative 
nature of the respondent 
based on the response to 
this question, as well as 
the respondent’s humor, 
insightfulness, willingness 
to be wrong, openness 
to discussion, thought 
processes, willingness 
to question perceived of 
authority, among other 
things, including political 
preference. Of course, 
while not a perfect 
indicator 

of 
political 

ideology, one clinging 
stubbornly to a dictionary 
definition could be 
perceived as more socially 
conservative, and one who 
is more willing to accept 
changes to authority could 
be perceived to be more 
socially liberal.

    A hot dog may be a silly 
way to gauge someone’s 
preferred presidential 
candidate, but it is one way. 
Asking someone if a hot dog 
is a sandwich is a     unique 
insight to their personality 
and the way that they think 
of things. This alone, this 
ability to connect people 
beyond mere pleasantries, 
makes the question worth 
asking. The practical 
applications of this question 

are not to be outweighed, 
and in addition it makes 
for a fun and lighthearted 
debate, and can be a different 
way to approach the stale 
and stagnant previous 
methods of debating issues 
like the legality and ethics of 
homosexual marriage.

    In summation, asking 
someone “Is a hot dog a 

sandwich?” is 
a worthwhile 
question for 
discussion. 
The question 
makes it easy 
to find out a 
lot about an 
unknown 
person in 
a short 
amount 
of time. 

Respondents 
may answer in a variety 
of ways, but only one of 
them is correct. A hot dog 
is not a sandwich. Words 
change, and our definition 
of sandwich is outdated 
and not factual anymore. 
How most people think of 
a sandwich, as a relatively 
thin or flat meat, cheese, 
or edible spread between 
two slices of bread, does 
not include a hot dog, and 
that is why a hot dog is 
not a sandwich. The next 
time you find yourself at a 
baseball game, on the grill, 
reminiscing school lunches, 
or walking past a street 
vendor in Chicago, think of 
what they are serving: hot 
dogs, not sandwiches.
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COMMENTARYV
Noah Elmore

New RMU Student Experience: “Meh.”Noah Elmore

With the newest quarter of 
Robert Morris University’s 
school year beginning 
on September 26th, the 
school welcomed in a flock 
of new freshman. These 
entirely unguided, lost, 
gentle creatures staggered 
through the doors with no 
idea of what lie ahead on 
that day. Since then, after 
three weeks of completed 
school, they’ve developed 
a plethora of experiences, 
ranging from the grandiose 
to the miniscule. We here 
at The Pigeon decided to 
sit down and interview a 
couple of them in order to 

garner firsthand accounts of 
their new adventures, here 
at Robert Morris.

“Meh,” said 19 year old 
John Smith, a freshman 
who hails from Hammond, 
Indiana. When I asked him 
what he thought so far, 
he elaborated on his time 
here thus far. “It’s alright, 
I guess.” Smith, a graduate 
of Hammond High School 
is now currently enrolled 
in the culinary program. 
“I haven’t really done a 
whole lot here, it’s only been 
three weeks,” he continued 
“but yeah, I guess if you’re 
looking for some official 

testimony or something, 
it’s great.” Packing his 
backpack in a hurry, Smith 
continued to amaze with a 
gold mine of quotes. “Look 
man, I really have to get out 
of here. I have class in five 
minutes; can you leave?” 
Hurriedly, Smith jostled his 
way around me and out the 
door, off to enjoy more of 
the incredible moments that 
RMU can offer.

These words that sang the 
praises of RMU just weren’t 
enough for me, though. I 
continued on my search 
of what the new students 
thought of the school by 

asking a transfer student, 
Janet White if she could 
sum up Robert Morris in 
one word. White shrugged 
and said “Fine.” Her wisdom 
didn’t end there, however. 
When I asked Janet what she 
thought of the teachers here, 
she said “I guess they’re 
okay.” White, a transfer from 
SIU, kept up the quotable 
lines when she stated that 
“RMU is great, okay? Now 
get out of here, you weirdo.” 
The 22 year old business 
major’s acclaim for our 
incredible school amazed 
me and left me slack-jawed.

New students at RMU 
can barely contain their 
excitement when asked 
about their experience 
here, at least from what I 
gathered. Many of them 
seemed apathetic, shrugging 
their shoulders, even 
making general sighs. These 
valuable words from those 
interviewed will continue 
to ring true year after year, 
as Robert Morris continues 
to expand and better itself. 
Prospective students, you 
heard it here first. RMU? 
Meh.

Bon Iver Already at Work on New Album, 
Noah Elmore

Bon Iver’s newest album 22, 
A Million, available on all 
major streaming platforms 
is a fantastic sonic blend. 
Electronically created 
harmonies mesh perfectly 
with Bon Iver’s unique 
indie folk style that was 
demonstrated amazingly on 
their two previous albums 
For Emma, Forever Ago, and 
the self-titled Bon Iver on 
the new album. While high 
praises are certainly in order 
for the work, the band is not 
satisfied with what they’ve 
already accomplished. Only 
a week after the release of 22, 
A Million, they announced 
that they were back, hard 
at work in the studio on 
a new album. Here at The 
Pigeon, we were lucky to 
grab a sit down interview 
with the men behind the 
instruments to hear some 
of their thoughts on this 
album, and what they’re up 
to now. A transcription of 

the interview follows.

Noah: “So guys, I love 
the new album. It 
encapsulates a fall and 
winter loneliness with this 
crazily experimental mix of 
instruments. The seemingly 
bizarre combos work in ways 
I never could’ve imagined. 
Tell me, how’d this all come 
about?”

Justin Vernon (lead singer): 
“Ugh. We were so sick of 
our fans. All of these people, 
actually getting something 
from our music, when we 
never intended for our 
music to help anyone. We 
just thought it all sounded 
good, so one day, we all sat 
down and said ‘You know 
what? It’s time to alienate 
these people. So we decided 
we were just going to mix 
the craziest things together, 
and hopefully it would 
push all of our fans away.’ 
But it didn’t work. You 

people eat anything up. I’m 
flabbergasted.”

N: “Amazing. So am I correct 
in assuming that you didn’t 
imagine it would result in 
this level of success?”

Michael Noice (guitar): “No, 
you idiot. We were trying 
to get you crazy fans to go 
away. This stuff is insane. 
One track is just Justin 
singing wildly about a creek 
and a bunch of autotuned 
voices mocking him in the 
background, but I saw one 
critic call it the best track 
on the album.” [Noice is 
referencing "715 - CR∑∑KS", 
a song which I cried for 
three hours after hearing] 
“Seriously, you people aren’t 
getting it from the music. 
Go away. We just wanted to 
make music for fun, but you 
guys took it and devolved 
it to something way out of 
hand. Go. Away.”

N: “The passion and emotion 
you guys put into your music 
is even demonstrated in the 
way you all talk. We heard 
rumors that you are working 
on a new album. Is there 
anything you can bring me 
up to date on, as far as that 
goes?”

S. Carey (piano): “Yeah, I’d 
like to speak on that. After 
you critics ate up the last 
piece of garbage we called 
music, we decided ‘It’s not 
weird enough.’ So, for the 
past couple of days, we’ve 
just brought in stuff to the 
studio to make music with. 
We figure, either you guys 
will love anything we make, 
or you’ll finally get it and 
hate us, but one way or the 
other it’ll work.”

N: “Is it a secret as to what 
is going in that studio, or do 
you care to share?”

S.C.: “Sure, why not. Justin 

brought in a pelican the 
other day. We just recorded 
it squaking for three hours. 
We’ll probably autotune 
is or something. Michael 
took a slice of pizza in there 
and just rubbed it all over 
the microphone. Matthew 
[McCaughan, of the drums] 
actually just had a baby, so 
he brought her in and let 
her lick some of the knobs 
and sliders at the mastering 
table. I called up my friend 
Jon Jones, the MMA fighter, 
and told him that the grand 
piano slept with his wife. 
We kept record of which 
notes on the piano he hit, 
and made it sheet music. It’s 
terrible.”

N: “Wow guys, this is truly 
some enlightening stuff. I’ve 
got to get running, but let 
me know if there’s anything 
I can do for you.”

J.V.: “Stop printing articles 
about us and our music.”

Last One “Not Weird Enough”
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